Submission template
Proposed regulations for dam safety 
The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) would like your feedback on a proposed regulatory framework for dam safety. Please provide your feedback by 5pm, 6 August 2019.
We appreciate your time and effort taken to respond to this consultation.

We may contact submitters directly if we require clarification of any matters in submissions.

Instructions

To make a submission you will need to:
1. Fill out your name, email address, phone number and organisation.

2. Fill out your responses to the discussion document questions. You can answer any or all of the questions in the discussion paper. Where possible, please provide us with evidence to support your views.  Examples can include references to independent research or facts and figures.

3. If your submission has any confidential information:

i. Please state this in the e-mail accompanying your submission, and set out clearly which parts you consider should be withheld and the grounds under the Official Information Act 1982 that you believe apply. MBIE will take such objections into account and will consult with submitters when responding to requests under the Official Information Act.

ii. Indicate this on the front of your submission (e.g. the first page header may state “In Confidence”). Any confidential information should be clearly marked within the text of your submission (preferably as Microsoft Word comments).

Note that submissions are subject to the Official Information Act and may, therefore, be released in part or full. The Privacy Act 1993 also applies.

4. Submit your feedback:

i. As a Microsoft Word document by email to damsafety@mbie.govt.nz
ii. By post to:
Dam Safety Consultation 2019 

Building System Performance

Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment 

15 Stout Street PO Box 1473

Wellington 6140

iii. If you would prefer, you can fill in the online survey
5. Note: MBIE may contact you directly if we require clarification of any matters in your submission.
Submission on the Proposed Regulatory Framework for Dam Safety discussion paper
Your name, Email address, phone number and organisation
	Name
	

	Email address
	

	Phone number
	

	Organisation
	


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The Privacy Act 1993 applies to submissions. Please tick the box if you do not wish your name or other personal information to be included in any information about submissions that MBIE may publish.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MBIE may upload submissions or a summary of submissions received to MBIE’s website at www.mbie.govt.nz. If you do not want your submission or a summary of your submission to be placed on our website, please tick the box and type an explanation below. 

I do not want my submission placed on MBIE’s website because… [Insert text]
Please check if your submission contains confidential information:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I would like my submission (or identified parts of my submission) to be kept confidential, and have stated my reasons and grounds under the Official Information Act that I believe apply, for consideration by MBIE.

Responses to discussion paper questions

Proposed definitions of key dam safety terms
	1 
	Do you think the proposed definitions of key dam safety terms are appropriate?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No]

	2 
	If you do not think any of the proposed definitions are appropriate, can you make suggestions on how any of them can be improved?

	
	[Please insert response here]

	3 
	Do you have any comments on how these proposed terms will work in practice?

	
	[Please insert response here]


Proposed ‘Recognised Engineer’ requirements
	4 
	Do you agree with the proposed qualification requirements for a ‘Recognised Engineer’?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No]

	5 
	Do you agree with the proposed competencies for a ‘Recognised Engineer’?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No]

	6 
	If you do not agree with the proposed qualifications and competencies, please comment on what they should be.

	
	[Insert response here]

	7  
	What evidence should be attached to the certificate provided by the engineer (for example a CPEng registration number) to show the engineer is a ‘Recognised Engineer’?

	
	[Insert response here]


Implementing the proposed dam safety regulations
	8 
	The proposed timeframe for regulations to come into force is 12 months after they are gazetted. Do you think this timeframe is adequate?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No]

	9 
	If you do not think the timeframe is adequate, please tell us how much time you would prefer.

	
	[Insert response here]


Core elements: step 1 of the dam safety regulations
	10 
	Do you agree with the proposed classification threshold to determine if a dam is a classifiable dam?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No]

	11 
	If you do not agree, what other measure could be used?

	
	[Insert response here]

	12 
	Do you agree that it is unnecessary to have a separate category for referable dams (considering the proposed classification threshold and regional authorities’ powers under section 157 of the Building Act)?

	
	[Insert response here]


Core elements: step 2 of the dam safety regulations
	13 
	Do you agree with the proposed Potential Impact Classification system in step 2?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No]

	14 
	If you do not agree with the proposed Potential Impact Classification system, what alternative system, or changes, do you suggest for classifying the potential impact of a dam’s failure?

	
	[Insert response here]


Core elements: steps 3 and 4 of the dam safety regulations
	15 
	Do you agree with the proposed content of a Dam Safety Assurance Programme?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No and tell us your views]

	16 
	Do you think there are any elements in the Dam Safety Assurance Programme that are missing or are too onerous?

	
	[Please explain]

	17 
	Do you agree that there is no need for an accreditation regime at present?

	
	[Please explain]


Dangerous, earthquake-prone and flood-prone dams
	18 
	Do you agree with the proposed definition of ‘moderate earthquake’?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No ]

	19 
	Do you agree with the proposed definition of ‘moderate flood’?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No]

	20 
	If you do not agree with the proposed definitions of ‘moderate earthquake’ and ‘moderate flood’, what definitions do you consider more appropriate, and why?

	
	[Insert response here]

	21 
	For owners of dams:
What impacts (if any) would the proposed definitions of ‘moderate earthquake’ and ‘moderate flood’ have on the management of your dams?

	
	[Insert response here]

	22 
	For regional authorities:
What (if any) potential issues do you see in applying the definitions of ‘moderate earthquake’ and ‘moderate flood’?


	23 
	Do you agree with the proposed definition of ‘earthquake threshold event’?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No]

	24 
	Do you agree with the proposed definition of ‘flood threshold event’?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No]

	25 
	If you do not agree with the proposed definitions of ‘earthquake threshold event’ or ‘flood threshold event’, what definitions do you consider more appropriate and why?

	
	[Insert response here]

	26 
	For owners of dams: 
What impacts would the proposed definitions of ‘earthquake threshold event’ and ‘flood threshold event’ have on the management of your dams?

	
	[Insert response here]

	27 
	For regional authorities: 
What (if any) potential issues do you see in applying the definitions of ‘earthquake threshold event’ and ‘flood threshold event’?

	
	[Insert response here]


Guidance and forms for compliance
	28  
	For regional authorities: 

What information would you need to ensure the regulations are implemented effectively?

	
	[Insert response here]

	29 
	For owners of dams: 

What information would you need to ensure the regulations are implemented effectively?

	
	[Insert response here]

	30 
	Do you have any comments on the proposed content of the forms for a Dam Classification Certificate, Dam Safety Assurance Programme or Annual Dam Compliance Certificate?

	
	[Insert response here]


Regulatory impacts
	31 
	Can you describe any other costs and benefits not discussed in Table 6?

	
	[Insert response here]

	32 
	For regional authorities: 

In your experience what will be the likely cost of administering the proposed dam safety regulations e.g. additional resource requirements?

	
	[Insert response here]

	33 
	For owners of dams: 
Are you following the NZSOLD dam safety guidelines?

	
	[Please answer Yes or No]

	34 
	If you are following the NZSOLD dam safety guidelines, please tell us about any additional costs you may incur from implementing a Dam Safety Assurance Programme?

	
	[Insert response here]

	35 
	If you are not following the NZSOLD dam safety guidelines, please tell us about any additional costs you may incur from implementing a Dam Safety Assurance Programme? 

	
	[Insert response here]
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