


Humans face unprecedented challenges, from mitigating 

climate change and ensuring resilient water supplies, to 

feeding a growing population and stemming a catastrophic 

loss of biodiversity.

New Zealand needs to transition to a low carbon economy 

while also developing new economic opportunities, 

enhancing wellbeing and protecting the environment.

Digital technologies – including Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

and the Internet of Things (IoT) - can help us chart a 

better future.



Good news!

We’ve been here before.  

The challenges are not new.



Digitalisation has sparked a 4th Industrial Revolution

Steam, water, 

mechanical equipment

Electricity, division of 

labor, mass production

Electronics, IT, 

automation

Blurring the physical 

and digital divide
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We’ve known digital has profound effects for quite a while

Catching the Knowledge Wave Conference 
2001

“The five theme groups have 
produced a host of 
recommendations in the 
areas of people and 
capability, innovation and 
creativity, entrepreneurship, 
sustainable economic 
strategies, and social 
cohesion and the knowledge 
divide.”

The Internet -
Freezer Ship of 
the 21st Century 
Economy



In less than 20 years we’ve become a leading digital nation 





Too many ways to share today!

Start with the fundamentals.

A 2018 study finds that the 
Microsoft cloud is as much as 
93% more energy efficient and 
as much as 98% more carbon 
efficient than on-premises 
solutions. 

https://tinyurl.com/yazqluus

How can digital help NZ transition?



How can we use technology for good?What the cloud enables is more important



AI for Earth 
empowering people and 

organizations

to solve global 

environmental challenges

through technological 

innovation 



AI for Earth is focused on four areas that are vital in building a sustainable future:

Agriculture

Feed the growing 

world population

Water

Conserve and 

protect water sources

Biodiversity

Monitor and protect 

species from extinction

Climate

change

Reduce climate change 

impact on communities

Focus areas

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/ai-for-earth

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/ai-for-earth


On its own, technology is not the answer

Using technology for good – together

Working alone doesn’t work!





Grounded in the UN Sustainable Development Goals



Our focus



WORKING ALONE…DOESN’T WORK! 

WE BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF “COLLABORATIVE INNOVATION”

“There is a need for alignment of vision and intent, and cultivation 

of complex interaction and cooperation, between many parties. 

Enabling deliberate, collaborative action – particularly 

‘collaborative innovation’ – is essential to successfully joining up 

these parties in the co-creation and execution of new ideas and 
initiatives.”



Our principles



- PIRIC is an open club – a “voluntary, unincorporated 
association”, governed by a charter.

- A “do tank”, not a think tank.

- A facilitator and contributor, not a controller.

- A community builder.

- Not important in its own right – only through what it enables.

- Not an accumulator of resources – not allowed a bank account.

- A  grand experiment – nothing ventured, nothing gained!

What is PIRIC?

Learn more: www.piric.org | Contact us:  info@piric.org

http://www.piric.org/
mailto:info@piric.org

