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A Reality Check
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Forces Shaping the Future

Climatic Events

Societal Concern & Activism

Corporate Consciousness

Investor Activism

Pace of Innovation
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ESG has to be reflected 
in the capital markets to 

have real weight.
Goldman Sachs Executive, March 2019
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Investors ESG Mainstreaming

US Shareholder Proposals Filed in 2018

Climate Change 

Proposals

- 2017: majority approvals 

- 2018: support up 33%

Mining cos proposals:  

- Climate risk disclosure 

- GHG reduction

- Environmental board 

expert 

Environmental, 

18%

Social, 26%

Governance, 36%

Political 

Activities, 

12%

Executive 

Comp, 7%
Other, 2%

US-Domiciled AUM Under ESG Strategies

$8.7T

$12.0T

2016 2018

Source: Goldman Sachs



All Rights Reserved 7

CORPORATIONS

GOVERNMENT

COMMUNITY

TRUST
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Participation 

Not Consultation.
Matthew Coon Come, 

Former Grand Chief of the Grand Council

of the Crees & Former National Chief of

the Assembly of First Nations

““
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The Development Partner Framework

Source: Development Partner Institute

SOCIAL LICENSE
TO OPERATE
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A Way to Think

Footprint Handprint Blueprint
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Stern CSB Sustainable Share Index

Sustainability-Marketed Products grew 5.6x faster than conventionally-marketed products, 

and 3.3x faster than the CPG market

Key Findings

Sustainable 5-YR 

CAGR: 4.45%

Total Market 5-YR 

CAGR: 1.35%

Conventional 5-YR 

CAGR: 0.80%
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Government’s Role

Sandbox Springboards
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Summary

• Complex Forces & Tradeoffs

• Engaged & Participative Multi Stakeholder Approach

• Trust – Gain & Nurture

• Grow Prosperity Faster by Embracing Sustainability

• Footprint – Handprint – Blueprint 

• Principles Over Prescription
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Call to Action For Companies

Engagement Inside 

& Outside

Mission & Strategy Innovation

Partnerships

Trust


