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Labour demand

Change since Mar 2018: Steady

Outlook for Sep 2018: Steady

Employment growth continued to keep pace with
working-age population growth this quarter, with
the employment rate remaining unchanged at 67.7
per cent for the last three quarters.

Employment gains, over the quarter (0.5 per cent)
and over the year (3.7 per cent), were largely due
to more women in employment. The employment
rate for women (62.8 per cent), was the highest-
ever rate on record. Women also drove annual
growth in full-time work and employment among
professionals.

Over the year, the employment growth rate was
strongest in the Otago, Waikato and Auckland
regions. The healthcare and social assistance
industry had the strongest annual employment
growth rate.
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Employment
2.63m (Jun 18)
A0.5% on Mar 18
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Labour market matching

Change since Mar 2018: Steady
Outlook for Sep 2018: Steady
The unemployment rate rose to 4.5 per cent in the

June 2018 quarter, but remains close to the nine-year

low (4.4 per cent) seen last quarter. The 5,000

increase in unemployed men was offset by 1,000 fewer

unemployed women.

The unemployment rate for women fell from 4.9 per
cent last quarter to 4.7 per cent this quarter. This is
the lowest unemployment rate for women since the

December 2008 quarter. The unemployment rate for

men rose to 4.3 per cent.

The underutilisation rate rose to 12.0 per cent, from
11.9 per cent last quarter.

The NEET rate was down to 10.9 per cent this quarter,

from 12.4 per cent in previous quarter.
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SR

Labour supply

Change since Mar 2018: Steady

Outlook for Sep 2018: Steady

The labour force participation rate rose by 0.1
percentage points (pp) to 70.9 per cent in the June
2018 quarter. This reflected more people in the
labour force (up 0.6 per cent or 17,000 people).

The participation rate for women increased by
0.1pp to 65.9 per cent this quarter, while the rate
for men remained unchanged at 76.1 per cent.

Net permanent and long-term (PLT) migration
slowed to 65,000 people in the June 2018 year,
from a record high of 72,400 in the July 2017 year.

Net New Zealand citizen departure to Australia still
show a net loss of 5,800 compared to a year ago.
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Labour force participation rate

70.9% (Jun 18)
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} % MINISTRY OF BUSINESS,
ﬁ INNOVATION & EMPLOYMENT
HIKINA WHAKATUTUKI

Labour productivity (output per hour worked)

&R

Labour quality

Change since Dec 2017: Improved

Outlook for Jun 2018: Improving
The proportion of people aged 25 to 34 years with
NCEA level 4 or higher qualifications increased by
1.3 pp to 58.4 per cent in the year to March 2018.

27.3% of the workforce had bachelor's degree or
higher in the June 2018 quarter, up 1.2 pp on the
same quarter last year.

Note: Some contributing indicators are only available up to
2016. School level qualifications will be updated in August
2018.

Headline indicator:
Qualification attainment rate
25 to 34 year olds with level 4+ quals
407,500 (58.9%) in yr to Jun 18
A1.3pp on yrtoJunl?
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Workplace performance

Change since Dec 2017: Improved

Outlook for Jun 2018: Improving

The share of people working in skilled occupations
increased by 0.4pp to 63.3 per cent in the year to
March 2018.

Annual pay increases in the private sector that were
due to productivity related factors averaged 1.4 per
cent between March 2018 and June 2018.

Annually, average ordinary time hourly earnings , as
measured by the Quarterly Employment Survey
(QES), increased 3.0 per cent to reach $31.00 an
hour. Average total weekly earnings for full-time
equivalent employees also increased by 3.3 per cent
from a year ago to $1,207.06.

Note: The headline indicator is only available up to March
2018 and some contributing indicators are only available up

Headline indicator:
Skilled occupation rate
63.3% are in skilled work (Mar 18)
A0.7pp on Mar 17
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