
COVERSHEET 
Minister Hon Shane Jones Portfolio Regional Development 

Title of 
Cabinet paper 

Regional Infrastructure Fund: 
Investing in Critical Minerals 
Projects 

Date to be 
published 

24 August 2026 

List of documents that have been proactively released 
Date Title Author 
May 2026 Regional Infrastructure Fund: Investing in Critical 

Minerals Projects 
Office of the Minister for 
Regional Development 

May 2026 Critical Minerals Information pack MBIE 

27 May 2026 Regional Infrastructure Fund: Investing in Critical 
Minerals Projects 
ECO-26-MIN-008 Minute

Cabinet Office 

27 May 2026 Regional Infrastructure Fund: Investing in Critical 
Minerals Projects 
ECO-26-SUB-008 Summary

Cabinet Office 

Information redacted   YES / NO (please select) 

Any information redacted in this document is redacted in accordance with MBIE’s policy on 
Proactive Release and is labelled with the reason for redaction. This may include information that 
would be redacted if this information was requested under Official Information Act 1982. Where 
this is the case, the reasons for withholding information are listed below. Where information has 
been withheld, no public interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons for 
withholding it.  

Some information has been withheld for the reasons of Commercial Information, Confidential Advice to 
Government, Legal Professional Privilege and International Relations. 

© Crown Copyright, Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) 















Confidential advice to Government



Mineral production methods

Open-pit and underground 
hard-rock mining:
• Surface pits or underground tunnels 

extract solid rock ore

• Ore crushed, ground and concentrated, 
often on site

• Shafts, pits, haulage, power, water, and 
processing facilities

Image credit: OceanaGold

Recycling and resource 
recovery:
• Recovery of metals from wastes, tailings, 

or end-of-life products

• Mechanical and chemical processes 
separate and refine materials

• Industrial plants, sorting systems, 
energy, and chemical inputs

Image credit: Mint Innovation 

Land based mineral sand 
mining:
• Shallow surface excavation of 

unconsolidated sand deposits with 
progressive site rehabilitation

• Wet or dry separation to concentrate 
heavy minerals, potential for further 
processing or refining

• Mobile excavators, processing plants, 
water supply, site access

Image credit: Westland Mineral Sands

Seabed mining:
• Remote-operated collectors gather 

seabed material by mechanically 
contacting and lifting target sediments 
or nodules

• Material pumped to surface for 
separation and dewatering, remaining 
sediment and water returned to water 
column

• Specialized vessels, subsea equipment, 
riser systems, support fleets

Image credit: Royal IHC

3b9cmttej9 2026-07-13 15:45:32



Regulatory Environment

     

        

3b9cmttej9 2026-07-13 15:45:32




