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Cabinet Economic Policy 
Committee
Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Reducing Preventable Harm to Children Caused by Corded Window 
Coverings

Portfolio Commerce and Consumer Affairs

On 17 June 2026, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee:

1 noted that eight young children have died in New Zealand from strangulation by window 
covering cord loops since 2007;

2 noted that in December 2022, the previous government agreed to the release of a 
consultation document on options to address the safety risks of corded window coverings 
[GOV-22-MIN-0051];

3 agreed to introduce product safety regulations under section 19 of the Fair Trading Act 
1986 to require any corded window coverings supplied (or offered or advertised for supply) 
in New Zealand to comply with one of the following standards (or parts of a standard):

3.1 a standard similar to Australia’s Trade Practices (Consumer Product Safety 
Standard – Corded Internal Window Coverings) Regulations 2010, which require 
that corded window coverings be supplied with installation instructions, any 
components specified in the installation instructions, and warning labels;

3.2 a standard similar to the design and information requirements of Canada’s Corded 
Window Covering Regulations (SOR/2019-97), which require that corded window 
coverings be designed and constructed so that operating cords are unreachable, or 
otherwise less than 22cm in length and incapable of forming a dangerous loop;

3.3 EN 16433:2014, EN 16434:2014, clauses 8.2 and 15 of EN13120:2009+A1:2014;

3.4 sections 4.3.1, 4.5, 5.3, 6.3, 6.7, and Appendices C and D of ANSI/WCMA A100.1-
2018;

4 agreed that, subject to consultation on an exposure draft of the regulations, the regulations 
referred to in paragraph 3 above will commence on a specified date one year after its 
notification in the Gazette;

5 authorised the Minister of Commerce and Consumer Affairs (the Minister) to issue drafting
instructions to the Parliamentary Counsel Office to give effect to paragraphs 3 and 4 above;
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6 authorised the Minister to make additional policy decisions and minor or technical changes 
in relation to issues that may arise during drafting, consistent with the policy intent of the 
paper under ECO-26-SUB-0096, including any additions or variations to the standards 
referred to in paragraph 3 above;

7 authorised the Minister to determine the scope of products captured by the regulations, 
including defining ‘corded window coverings’ and any exclusions to ensure the regulations 
apply appropriately to products that pose a material risk to children; 

8 noted that the Minister intends to release an exposure draft of the regulations for public 
consultation.
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