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Immigration (Visa, Entry Permission, and Related Matters) Amendment
Regulations 2026

Portfolio Immigration

On 23 April 2026, the Cabinet Legislation Committee:

1 noted that in August 2025, the Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee took decisions to
reduce visitor visa fees for Pacific Islands Forum nationals for a 12-month period
[SOU-25-MIN-0097];

2 noted that the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of Immigration, and Minister of Finance
have jointly agreed to reduce fees from $175 to $120;

3 noted that the Minister of Immigration has since made the decision to implement this policy
change through the existing Pacific fee band;

4 noted that section 403(A)(1) of the Immigration Act 2009 requires that regulations may be
made only on the recommendation of the responsible Minister;

5 noted the advice of the Minister of Immigration that the above requirement has been met;

6 noted that the Immigration (Visa, Entry Permission, and Related Matters) Amendment
Regulations 2026 (the Amendment Regulations) will give effect to the decisions referred to
in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3;

7 authorised the submission to the Executive Council of the Immigration (Visa, Entry
Permission, and Related Matters) Amendment Regulations 2026 [PCO 28804/5.01];

8 noted that the Amendment Regulations come into force on 1 June 2026, and contain
provisions that will return the fee to $175 on 1 June 2027,

9 noted that the Minister of Immigration will report back to Cabinet prior to the fee returning
to $175 to seek decisions about the continuation, revocation, or amendment of the policy.

Sam Moffett

Committee Secretary
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