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Employment Relations Disputes: Release of Discussion Document

Portfolio Workplace Relations and Safety

On 22 April 2026, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee (ECO):

1 authorised the Minister for Workplace Relations and Safety (the Minister) to begin 
engagement on employment disputes, including the dispute resolution system and the 
settings in the Employment Relations Act 2000 that may give rise to disputes;

2 approved the release of the discussion document Consultation on the Employment Dispute 
System (the discussion document), attached to the paper under ECO-26-SUB-0053;

3 noted that feedback will be sought through written submissions and targeted engagement 
with business representative organisations, unions, and legal organisations;

4 authorised the Minister to make minor and technical editorial changes to the discussion 
document before its release;

5 invited the Minister to report back to ECO on the outcome of consultation and proposed 
next steps.
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