


A
S
&

AIDE MEMOIRE

Additional information about the reallocation of 150 Refugee Quota
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1. '@mte provides additional information about the reallocation of 150 Refugee Quota places :

for2015/16 as context for the Cabinet paper. Further details about the reallocation of 150
ota places for 2015/16. A decision on the 150 places is now pressing if Syrians are

inclt in the 2015/16 intakes.
Skills criteria O

2. We understan its meeting of Wednesday 23 June, the External Relations and Defence
Comimittee (ERD) in}e\res_ted in selection criterja for Syrian refugees. s 9(2)(9)()

s 9(2)(g)(i)

Issues to be considered

3. Cabinet, in determining the three @ programme in 2013, directed that, in the event that
Australia did not require the 150 place$ Tor resettling transferees from Australia, the places
would be reallocated to réfugees referr the UNHCR.

/ b)(ii)
s 9(2)(a)(i)
4. Such a change would need to be explicitly reflected in a%to Residence Instructions,

which require that Quota refugees are “mandated refuaee le determined to be refugees
by the UNHCR before arrival in New Zealand)’, é s 9(2)(f)(iv)

s 9(2)((v)
s 9(2)(f)(iv) ()
s 6(b)(ii) 'V
B. s 9(2)(b)(ii) )\

/
9%
Yo

6. This is because of the time taken by the processes to be carried out before individuals can Z\
arrive, Those processes start with the UNHCR identifying individuals who meet the new criteri

and referring them to Immigration New Zealand for initial assessment. Immigration New J
Zealand then must undertake in-country interviews and processing (including New Zealand's gQ
standard security and biometric checks and medical screening). Itis possible to bring in 100 d)
Syrians under existing policy only because Immigration New Zealand has already asked the (3

UNHCR to identify protection cases, against the potential for Cabinet deciding to resettle
Syrians.

7. Those protection cases would be ready for inmediate referral once a Cabinet decision is made
and interviews could then be completed by the end of September. This would leave sufficierit
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time to make decisions and bring the first group in January 2018, followed by two more groups l
in March and May. |
\

For the 2015/16 places, Cabinet needs to decide the regional allocation only. Cabinet is asked
to approve either:
o Option One: relocate all 150 places ot the Asia-Pacific region, or

o Option two: reallocate 100 places to resettle Syrian refugees from the Syrian crisis and
reallocate the remaining places to the Asia-Pacific.

An alternative split of 75 places to the Asia-Pacific region and 75 places to Syrian refugees is
so an option if Cabinet prefers.

)

10.

O s 6(b)ii)
%ﬁnistry has started exploring alternative forms Of admISsIon Tor tne ZU1o/1 yeai

onwards, d not be able to provide advice to Cabinet before early August to meet the
timeframes s

ove.
The Ministry will ﬁd advice on alternative forms of admission to you by the end of
November 2015 with afliew to you seeking decisions from Cabinet in early 2016, Decisions on
the next three year Refl ota programme could be sought at the same time. Officials are
meeting with Australian offi his week to find out more about their pilot of alternative
msponisorship of refugees, to assess what might be

arrangements of private/com
applicable to the New Zealand
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Consideration by ERD on 23 June 2015

:

RAY

On 23 June 2015, ERD considered the paper Reallocation of the 150 Refugee Quota places
for 2015/16 [ERD (15) 14]. That paper recommended Option One of the two options
considered:

o Option One: reallocate all 150 places to the Asia-Pagcific region, or

e Option Two: reallocate 100 places to resettle Syrian refugees from the Syrian crisis and

reallocate the remaining 50 places to the Asia-Pacific region.

D did not agree to Option One and instead invited the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the
nister of Immigration to report back in July 2015 with a new paper seeking agreement to

theAfegllacation of the 150 transferee places, including details on the operational implications
of cond option.

Further deta@@ovided regarding Option Two

3.

The attached\ d@labinet paper recommends Option Two: reallocate 100 places to resettle
es from

Syrian refuge

Syrian crisis and reallocate the remaining 50 places to the Asia-

Pacific region. The gapér responds to ERD'’s request to provide further details on Option
Two by:

explaining the stringen@
that have been taken by {
includes New Zealand, as we.
its Five Country Conference pa
States), and

outlining operational details relating tQ selection and settlement of Syrian refugees in
2015/16 including:

o the robust set of INZ operational risléiti%tion practices that are in place with

o address security concerns relating to Syrian refugees

JHCR and a core group of settlement countries which
s\those taken separately by New Zealand working with

Australia, Canada, United Kingdom and the United

respect to the assessing and screening refugees;

o explaining that where New Zealand is not idered the right settlement option
for refugees, for example, the refugees have la g@: miilies which would be
difficult to house, or have families in other count here it is reasonable to
expect them to eventually be reunited, they are identjfigg early and are not
interviewed,;

, s6(b)() 4? )\
/

o that decisions on the 100 places for Syrians are required as soon as_‘%ﬁible to
provide sufficient time to put in place the operational arrangements fo hé&

selaction and resettlement during 2015/16. A selection mission would n e

completed by September 2015 and selection decisions made by November20 }\

The group of Syrian refugees selected would then arrive in three tranches from

January 2016, followed by settlement in the settlement regions ‘Z

Further advice on other forms of admission

4. The Cabinet paper is limited to the decision on the 150 places for transferees that need to be
reallocated in 2015/16.
5. 5 s 6(b)(ii)
s 6(b)(ii) ! s 6(b)(i)
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6.  In consultation with relevant agencies, MBIE will provide advice to Ministers in early 2016 on
other forms of admission of refugees when it provides advice on the next three-year Refugee

Quota Programme.

(& Timing of consideration of paper

‘y The ERD Committee is now not scheduled to meet until August. However, decisions on the
2015/16 Refugee Quota are now pressing. You are asked to sign the attached paper so it
%ﬂ be lodged by 10 am on Thursday 23 July 2015, or alternatively it could go straight to
binet.
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