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Cabinet Economic Policy
Committee

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Regulating Smart Electric Vehicle Chargers

Portfolio Energy

On 1 April 2026, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee:

1

noted that increasing uptake of electric vehicles (EV) will add to peak electricity demand,
increasing costs for all electricity consumers;

noted that smart EV charging can manage this risk, delivering cost savings to all electricity
consumers;

noted that increasing the uptake of smart appliances and technology standardisation through
regulation is a key enabler for a smarter electricity system,;

noted that the regulating smart EV chargers supports New Zealand’s commitment on smart
charger requirements under the 2025 Australia—New Zealand 2+2 Climate and Finance
Dialogue and supports international alignment with countries like the United Kingdom and
Australia;

agreed, subject to enactment of the Energy Efficiency and Conservation (Energy Flexibility
and Regulatory Improvements) Amendment Bill, to develop regulations requiring electric
vehicle chargers (supply equipment) with a maximum charge rate above 2.4kW to:

5.1 have smart functionalities;

5.2 comply with labelling and other information requirements relating to:
5.2.1 smart functionalities;
5.2.2 energy performance;

noted that the Minister for Energy intends to focus requirements on AC chargers of
approximately 7 kW used primarily in household settings to manage evening peaks;

noted that, subject to enactment of the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Act (Energy
Flexibility and Regulatory Improvements) Amendment Bill, the specific smart
functionalities will be further defined in rules made by the Minister for Energy;

invited the Minister for Energy to issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary Counsel
Office to give effect to the above decision;
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IN CONFIDENCE
ECO-26-MIN-0044

9 authorised the Minister for Energy to make decisions on minor additional changes,
consistent with the policy intent in the paper under ECO-26-SUB-0044, on any issues that
arise during the drafting process.
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