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A Non-Binding Framework on Critical Minerals Between the United 
States and New Zealand

Portfolios Foreign Affairs / Resources

On 2 February 2026, Cabinet:

1 noted that New Zealand will be represented at a ministerial meeting hosted by United States
(US) Secretary of State Rubio in Washington DC on 4 February 2026;

2 noted that officials have negotiated amendments to the text of the proposed United States – 
New Zealand Framework for Securing of Supply in the Mining and Processing of Critical 
Minerals and Rare Earths (the Framework), and that,  

 

3 noted that New Zealand will not sign a non-binding Framework with the US on critical 
minerals at the upcoming ministerial meeting;

4 invited the Minister for Resources to return to Cabinet with further advice on the proposed 
Framework, and to seek approval for the next steps.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet
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