


New Zealand National Contact Point Liaison Group Meeting: Minutes 5 December 2024
	Attendees

















Apologies
	· Ministry of Business Innovation and Employment (MBIE) – National Contact Point (NCP)/Liaison Group Chair; NCP Secretariat staff
· Other MBIE – International Labour Policy
· Ministry for Primary Industries – International Trade
· Ministry of Justice – Human Rights
· Inland Revenue Department - Policy and Regulatory Stewardship
· Human Rights Commission
· Professor Petra Butler
· Business New Zealand


· Institute of Directors
· MBIE – Trade and Supply Chains, Competition Policy
· Ministry of Justice – Anti-bribery
· Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade – Economic Division
· New Zealand Trade and Enterprise – Strategy 
· Deloitte
· Ē tu


	
Item
	
Description/Attachment
			            
Notes/Action

	
1. 

	Welcome and Introduction from the Chair
	The Chair/NCP opened the meeting. 

	2.
	Adoption of agenda
	Agreed.  

	3. 
	Dialogue with the Australian National Contact Point for Responsible Business Conduct

	Laura Llewellyn, Director of the Australian National Contact Point for Responsible Business Conduct (AusNCP) Secretariat joined the liaison group to discuss the handling of specific instances and their promotional work. 

The Guidelines allow for flexible National Contact Point (NCP) structures. Laura described the structure, functions, and location of the AusNCP which differs from New Zealand’s. Reflecting on recent specific instances considered by the AusNCP, Laura made observations on trends relating to the nature, sectors, and geographical location of allegations. Consumer-related complaints are of increasing relevance. Laura spoke about two active specific instances discussing the challenges and strengths of engaging in good offices. The dialogue closed with an exchange of views on the international trend moving from voluntary due diligence standards to mandatory regulation including the challenges faced by both EU members and non-EU members in the introduction of the EU Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD). 


	4.
	Report back on the OECD meeting on the Working Party on Responsible Business Conduct (RBC) and National Contact Point Network Meeting, 19 – 22 November 


	The EU CSDDD overshadowed the meeting of the Working Party on RBC and the NCP Network. EU Members are currently working through regulatory aspects of the Directive and have different approaches to the location of the CSDDD enforcement function, and the NCP function. It was noted that the CSDDD builds on existing international standards and it incorporates the 6-step due diligence framework and risk-based approach of the OECD Guidelines into the requirements of the directive. 

The OECD is taking a leading role in international discussions on Artificial Intelligence (AI) and has developed draft Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible AI. New Zealand made an intervention recommending the inclusion of references to the United Nations Declaration on Indigenous Rights. Written comments will also be submitted on the draft.

The OECD Centre for RBC Action Plan emphasised the importance of functional equivalence among the National Contact Point network. In the past year specific instances have increased by 12 per cent with NCPs successfully facilitating agreement in 73 per cent of case that went to mediation. 

The OECD tabled plans for the Inclusive Platform for Due Diligence Cooperation, a new programme that will be delivered by the Centre on Responsible Business Conduct which focuses on capacity building and information sharing on the implementation and enforcement of due diligence policy and regulation, including supporting measures and tools. The first meeting will be held in March 2025.  


	5. 
	Update on RBC for Green, Digital and Resilient Supply Chains in Asia project.
	New Zealand is engaging in the EU funded, OECD project on RBC for Green, Digital and Resilient Supply Chains in Asia. In September, the National Contact Point facilitated Deloitte and Mitre 10’s participation in the programme’s launch. In November, MFAT and the NCP engaged in a dialogue on RBC and procurement and development cooperation with officials from Japan, Korea and Australia facilitated by the OECD. 

The OECD is working on several events on the OECD Guidelines and international frameworks and regulation. An event will be held in Japan focused on the electronics and automobile sectors. This may act as a template for further events. Additional work includes a due diligence checker for mineral supply chains, work in sustainable finance, Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) ratings and on overarching RBC analysis.

Action: The NCP will inform the Liaison Group of upcoming events as relevant.

	6.
	Update on RBC promotional activity 
	The NCP published updated Rules of Procedure in 2024. The NCP has focused on developing three factsheets for publication which are currently with the OECD for review. These include high level summaries on the Guidelines including the requirements on government and the standards expected of business and the role of NCP. 

In 2025, the NCP is planning to draft articles that can be further tailored and used by Liaison Group members publishing on websites or social media directing the audience to resources.

In 2025, the NCP is planning to draft a factsheet with practical information for MNEs on engaging in meaningful consultation with Māori, in line with the Guidelines principle of meaningful engagement with stakeholders. 

Action: The NCP will share the finalised factsheets with the Liaison Group. 

	7.
	Update on expansion of Liaison Group membership to Civil Society
	The NCP has invited Transparency New Zealand to the Liaison Group and looks forward to discussing this opportunity. 

The Ministry for Environment has been approached for advice on an environment-focused civil society group to invite.


	8.
	Member update and promotional opportunities 

Members are invited to share any upcoming events that may be happening within their organisation. The NCP is interested to learn if there is collateral or links to our webpage, for example. that could be useful that we could provide/develop.
	Liaison Group members were invited to share updates and provide opportunities for promotional events.

MBIE shared that the Indo Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) Facility-Specific Mechanism is at an early implementation stage and is seen as being complimentary to the NCP function although different in purpose, scope, and function.  

Professor Petra Butler noted that two university students are conducting research projects on modern slavery which reference the Guidelines. There may be an opportunity to promote the Guidelines at an upcoming Bill of Rights conference next year.

Action: The NCP secretariat will set up meetings with individual members to discuss promotional opportunities. 


	9.
	Any other business
OECD Watch review
	NCP noted that OECD Watch (a global civil society network) is undertaking a review of the NCP global network and NCPs performance. It has asked all NCPs to complete a survey, which New Zealand has input in, and will be reporting back on its findings at the next meeting of the Working Party on RBC. 







