
New Earthquake-Prone Building System Overview

EPBs Exempt from Fire and Accessibility Upgrades:
While undertaking seismic strengthening, building owners will not 
be required to concurrently upgrade fire safety and accessibility. 
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Remediation Timeframes:
Timeframes to remediate begin when a territorial authority identifies a 
building as earthquake-prone. 

Deadlines will not change for current identified EPBs.

Owners may apply to TAs for extensions up to a cumulative total of five 
years, with conditions.

High Zone Deadlines:
Priority Building: 7.5 Years to remediate from date of identification

Non-Priority Building: 15 Years to remediate from date of identification

Medium Seismic Zones:
Priority Building: 12.5 Years to remediate from date of identification

Non-Priority Building: 25 Years to remediate from date of identification

Priority Buildings:
A building will only be a priority building if it is:

• an unreinforced masonry building (eg unsecured 
façade) that could fall onto a thoroughfare with 
high vehicle or pedestrian traffic in an 
earthquake; or

• a earthquake-prone building that could impede 
an emergency services route if it collapses in an 
earthquake.

No Physical Notices for Risk Register Only 
Buildings:
If the earthquake-prone building has no 
requirements to remediate, they are not required to 
display a physical EPB notice.

Change of Use Requirements to Match EPB Mitigation 
Requirements:
When an earthquake-prone building is undergoing a change of 
use it will only be required to meet the mitigation requirements 
above instead of strengthening to a higher standard than required 
by the EPB system.
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Seismic Zone Change:
Coastal Otago will move 
from a Low Seismic Zone 
to Medium Seismic Zone.
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New Building Standard (%NBS) Will No Longer Be Used To Identify Earthquake-Prone 
Buildings:
A building can only be designated as earthquake-prone if it is in a medium or high seismic 
zone, and:
• it is an unreinforced masonry building; or
• it is a pre-1976 3+ storey building of heavy construction, with a significant building 

vulnerability; or
• it is a post-1976, 3+ storey building of heavy construction, with a significant building 

vulnerability, and the following apply:
o the building was built before commencement of this Act; and
o the chief executive of MBIE authorises the designation.

EPB Amendment Legislation receives Royal Assent
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