




  

 

  

 

1.2 Statistics New 

Zealand Regional 

Census Infographics 

Cory Hagenaars, 

South Island Lead 

Advisor 

Statistics New Zealand (Stats NZ) have released detailed regional infographics with data 

derived from the 2023 Census. These infographics provide insights into the South Island’s 

demographic, economic, and social trends. The information contained is compared with 

data from the 2018 Census. 

Key points for South Island regions are:  

 Southland had the highest increase in median rent (50.4 per cent). 

 Nelson had the highest increase to median income (30.9 per cent). 

 Canterbury had the largest increase in population (8.6 per cent). 

 Tasman had the highest rate of home ownership (77.4 per cent). 

 West Coast had the highest reports of homes that are damp at least once (20.2 

per cent), however, the remainder of South Island regions reported lower levels 

comparatively (under 15 per cent). 

Source: www.stats.govt.nz/infographics/detailed-regional-infographics-from-2023-census/ 

 

1.3 Major events 

Kylie Hawker-Green, 

Manager Major 

Events, Economic 

Development & 

Tourism  

There are no new major event updates.  

 

1.4 Key 

messages/statistics 

and figures 

 

Lead Domain 

Analyst, Data Service 

Delivery, Data, 

Insights and 

Intelligence, 

Corporate and 

Digital Shared 

Services 

 

 

On Tuesday 2 April 2025, Stats NZ released data on building consents issued for the year 

ending February 2025 (https://www.stats.govt.nz/information-releases/building-consents-

issued-february-2025/). Building consents are a good indicator of building activity and 

construction industry performance. Consenting activity in the South Island indicated that 

the residential building sector was more resilient to the post-pandemic economic downturn 

compared to the North Island. 

In the year ending February 2025, the South Island had a total of 10,360 new residential 

building consents issued. This was a 3 per cent increase on the previous year, but an 18 per 

cent decrease from its peak in the year ending February 2023. The North Island in 

comparison was down 11 per cent in the previous year and down 35 per cent in the year 

ending February 2023.  

While the consent number trend for houses in the South Island has shown some early 

indication of bottoming out, the trend for multi-unit homes was still weak. By comparison, 

the number of standalone homes consented nationally follows a similar trend, while the 

number of multi-unit homes consented nationally saw growth year-on-year between 2015-

2023 and has exceeded the number of standalone homes consented since 2022. 
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2.6 Meeting advice requested 

There are no outstanding meeting advice requests. 

 

15/05/2025 
MOIA-REQ-

0013206/JMOIA-25 

 

 

Requests copies of any aides-mémoire, briefings, memos, notes, reports, or any 

other advice the Minister or their Office received related to the South Island 

portfolio during the week of 24 March and 31 March 2025. 

In progress 
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