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Refocused Climate Work Programme for Building and Construction

Portfolio Building and Construction

On 18 December 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee (ECO):

1 noted that in March 2024, ECO agreed that the Minister for Building and Construction’s 
(the Minister) overall priority should be to create an efficient, competitive building 
regulatory system and reduce overall building costs [ECO-24-MIN-0019];

2 noted that the Minister intends to refocus the approach to climate change in the Building 
and Construction portfolio to provide information, tools and incentives to support greater 
uptake of low carbon, energy efficient and climate resilient building practices;

3 rescinded the previous Cabinet policy decisions to mandate energy performance ratings, 
introduce waste minimisation plans, and clarify the purposes and principles of the Building 
Act 2004 [DEV-22-MIN-0216 and DEV-23-MIN-0072];

4 directed officials to report back to the Minister with detailed advice on how a partial or full 
waiver of the building levy, and fast tracking of building consents for green buildings may 
be used that supports the governments climate obligations;

5 agreed that New Zealand become a signatory to the Declaration de Chaillot to strengthen 
international collaboration on low-carbon and climate resilient building practices.
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