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Cabinet Expenditure and 
Regulatory Review 
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This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Energy Efficiency Requirements for Homes

Portfolio Building and Construction

On 6 August 2024, the Cabinet Expenditure and Regulatory Review Committee:

1 noted that on 6 March 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee agreed that the 
priority of the Minister for Building and Construction (the Minister) is to create an efficient, 
competitive building regulatory system and reduce overall building costs 
[ECO-24-MIN-0019];

2 noted that:

2.1 changes were made in 2021 to clause H1 Energy Efficiency (H1) of the Building 
Code to help create healthier homes and reduce power bills;

2.2 since the implementation of these changes, there has been a range of views expressed
about how they have actually affected the upfront cost of building; 

3 noted that the Minister has asked the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment 
(MBIE) to engage with key building and construction sector stakeholders to understand their
experience of implementing the changes;

4 noted that depending on the nature of the issues raised, the Chief Executive of MBIE may 
decide to make changes to the current H1 settings, following the process required by 
section 29 of the Building Act 2004; 

5 agreed that the Minister progress work to make it easier to retrofit existing homes. 

Sam Moffett
Committee Secretary
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