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Crown Minerals Amendment Bill: Additional Policy Decisions and
Approval to Release Amendment Paper

Portfolio Resources

On 26 June 2025, the Cabinet Legislation Committee:

1 noted that the Crown Minerals Amendment Bill (the Bill) holds a category 2 priority on the
2025 Legislation Programme (must be passed by the end of 2025);

2 noted that the Amendment Paper referred to in paragraph 6 below will create a more
flexible, discretionary approach to assigning decommissioning costs to former petroleum
permit holders and other persons who have held interests in permit holders, as agreed by the
Cabinet Economic Policy Committee in April 2025 [ECO-25-MIN-0047];

3 agreed to the following changes that align with the intent of the decision in paragraph 2
above and are reflected in the Amendment Paper:

3.1 post-decommissioning obligations will revert to what was in the Bill on introduction,
where only the permit holder has perpetual post-decommissioning obligations;

3.2 transitional provisions which provide that:

3.2.1 the existing law will continue to apply to former permit holders who have
trailing liability until a transaction is consented to under the new law,
which would automatically remove existing trailing liability;

32.2 the new law will apply to applications for changes of control and permit
transfers that have been made since 13 March 2025 and have not been
determined before commencement;

3.23 relevant obligations under the existing law continue to apply where
necessary (e.g. obligations to notify the Minister for Resources (the
Minister) after a change of control of a permit participant (other than
operators of Tier 1 permits));

33 include a reference to exemptions in section 89E of the Crown Minerals Act 1991
(the Act) to clarify that the standard of total removal only applies if there is no
exemption under the Act, and no other enactment, relevant standard, or requirement
by a regulatory agency contains any requirements or standards relating to the method
of decommissioning;
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4 noted the following decisions that the Minister has made under delegated authority
[ECO-25-MIN-0047]:

4.1 Tier 3 permit and transitional provisions will commence on a date to be appointed by
order in council, with a backstop commencement date of 1 January 2026;

4.2 Tier 3 transitional provisions have been simplified and revised to create an extended
window, from the commencement of the relevant provisions until
11 December 2026, for existing Tier 2 permit holders to apply to transition to Tier 3
at no cost;

43 the power to grant class exemptions and deferrals from decommissioning obligations
by regulation has been amended to allow for class exemptions and deferrals to be
made for the whole or parts of particular items of petroleum infrastructure;

5 agreed to make consequential changes to the Crown Minerals (Petroleum) Regulations
2007, Crown Minerals (Petroleum Fees) Regulations 2016, Crown Minerals (Minerals Other
than Petroleum) Regulations 2007 and Crown Minerals (Minerals Fees) Regulations 2016 as
part of the package of regulations required to implement the Crown Minerals Amendment
Bill;

6 approved the release of the Amendment Paper to the Crown Minerals Amendment Bill
[PCO 26211-4/7.3];

7 authorised the Minister to refine the Amendment Paper prior to its release;

8 noted that the Amendment Paper will be released prior to the third reading of the Bill, at
which point a motion will be put forward to recommit the Bill to the committee of the whole
House stage;

9 agreed that the Amendment Paper be released and the Bill be recommitted and passed in
July 2025.

Tom Kelly

Committee Secretary
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