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On 13 November 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee (ECO): 

Additional item for the Immigration (Fiscal Sustainability and System Integrity) 
Amendment Bill 

1 noted that in September 2024, ECO agreed to policy proposals for the Immigration (Fiscal 
Sustainability and System Integrity) Amendment Bill (the Bill) [ECO-24-MIN-0198]; 

2 noted that the definition of a mass arrival group exempts groups arriving on a scheduled 
international service whose members then claim asylum at the border; 

3 noted that changes in international organised people smuggling trends mean that such an 
arrival is now a viable possibility, and that it would be appropriate to amend the definition 
of a mass arrival group to address the risk that it would pose to New Zealand’s immigration 
and courts systems; 

4 agreed to include an amendment to the definition of a mass arrival group within the Bill, 
such that the definition captures all possible ways a mass arrival group may enter New 
Zealand; 
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