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Committee
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handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Investigating Options to Amend or Remove the Amount of Generation 
that Electricity Distribution Businesses May Own

Portfolio Energy / Resources

On 23 October 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee (ECO):

1 noted that in August 2024, ECO invited the Minister for Energy and Minister for Resources 
(the Ministers) to report back on a range of options for the Energy and Electricity Security 
Bill to amend or remove restrictions on the amount of generation that electricity distribution 
businesses may own [ECO-24-MIN-0172];

2 noted that removing the restrictions is unlikely to have a significant negative impact on 
competition, given other safeguards that remain;

3 agreed to remove the 250-megawatt (MW) threshold and related restrictions in section 73 
of the Electricity Industry Act 2010 on electricity distribution business owning generation 
connected to Transpower’s network;

4 agreed to remove the 50-MW threshold and related restrictions in Part 6A of the Electricity 
Industry Participation Code on electricity distribution businesses owning generation 
connected to their own network;

5 invited the Ministers to issue further drafting instructions to the Parliamentary Council 
Office to give effect to the above decisions through the Energy and Electricity Security Bill;

6 authorised the Ministers to approve any matters that arise during drafting and that may be 
required to align with the above decisions.

Rachel Clarke
Committee Secretary

Present: (see over)
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