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Committee

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Trade Marks (International Registration) Amendment Regulations 2025

Portfolio Commerce and Consumer Affairs

On 20 February 2025, the Cabinet Legislation Committee:

1

2

noted that the Madrid System facilitates the registration of trade marks around the world;

noted that the Madrid System is administered by the World Intellectual Property
Organization and governed by the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International
Registration of Marks and the Madrid Protocol and their associated regulations;

noted that the Trade Marks (International Registration) Regulations 2012 (the Madrid
Regulations) give effect to the Madrid System in New Zealand;

noted that, in 2022, the Madrid Union (of which New Zealand is a member through
accession to the Madrid Protocol) approved changes to the Madrid Protocol’s regulations
allowing applicants to request a replacement of some or all goods and services covered in
their national registration with an international registration (a partial replacement);

noted that, in December 2024, the Minister of Commerce and Consumer Affairs agreed to
amend the Madrid Regulations to give effect to the changes to the Madrid Protocol’s
regulations, to enable partial replacement covered in an applicant’s national registration with
an international registration;

noted that the Parliamentary Counsel Office has drafted the Trade Marks (International
Registration) Amendment Regulations 2025 to give effect to the decision referred to in
paragraph 5 above;

authorised the submission to the Executive Council of the Trade Marks (International
Registration) Amendment Regulations 2025 [PCO 26956/7.0];

noted that the Trade Marks (International Registration) Amendment Regulations 2025 are
expected to come into force in late March 2025.

Tom Kelly
Committee Secretary
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