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Strengthening Immigration Health Screening for Dependent Children of
Temporary Visa Holders

Portfolio Immigration

On 20 November 2024, the Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee:

1 noted that a number of schools have reported concerns about the number of dependent
children of migrants enrolling in schools who have significant learning needs;

2 noted that the requirements for residence class visas provide that a number of conditions are
expressly deemed not to meet the acceptable standard of health standard, including any
severe developmental disorders or severe cognitive impairments where significant support is
required, including but not exclusive to:

2.1  physical disability;

2.2 intellectual disability;

2.3 autistic spectrum disorders;
2.4  brain injury;

3 agreed that the acceptable standard of health standard for residence applications, as set out
in paragraph 2, apply to any application for a visitor or student visa as a dependent of a
temporary visa holder (and would not apply to foreign full fee-paying students, general
visitors, or other visa applicants who do not need to meet health requirements under current
immigration instructions);

4 agreed that an immigration officer be enabled to waive the requirements set out in
paragraph 3 for visitor and student visas as a dependent of a temporary work visa holder
who fails the new acceptable standard of health requirement;

5 agreed that the medical waiver process be applied in line with the ability to waive the
acceptable standard of health standard requirements for residence applications with the
potential contribution of the visa applicant’s family being able to be taken into account;
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6 authorised the Minister of Immigration to certify immigration instructions giving effect to
the decisions under SOU-24-MIN-0143, including by making any minor and technical
changes.

Jenny Vickers
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