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Including Crown Minerals Act 1991 Permitting in the Fast-track
Approvals Bill

Portfolio Regional Development / Resources

On 18 September 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee:

1

noted that the Fast-track Approvals Bill (the Bill) allows for the granting of a wide range of
approvals, but currently excludes Crown Minerals Act 1991 (CMA) permitting;

noted that including specified CMA permitting as an approval available under the Bill will
further enhance the one-stop-shop model, and align with the Government’s ambitions to
double the value of mining exports by 2035;

agreed to the following amendments to the Bill:
3.1 allow for the granting of CMA mining permits where:

3.1.1 a mining company applies to convert a CMA exploration permit to a CMA
mining permit following a successful discovery; or

3.1.2 a mining company applies for a mining permit under the CMA to replace
an existing privilege (as defined in the CMA);

3.2 changes to the Bill to ensure the addition of CMA permitting aligns with the wider
drafting of the Bill;

agreed that exploration permits under the CMA and existing privileges (as defined in the
CMA) will be treated as an existing approval to allow these existing approvals to remain in
force, where a mining permit application has been lodged under the Bill and is under
consideration;

agreed that expert panels assessing applications for specified mining permits would receive
analysis and advice from the Ministry of Business, Innovation, and Employment on the
mining permit application, and any associated conditions;

agreed that the Crown’s obligations under Crown Minerals Protocols, Energy and
Resources Accords and other relationship agreements related to Treaty of Waitangi
settlements will be given full effect under the Bill;
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noted that other approvals provided by the CMA (such as prospecting or exploration
permits, or variations to existing permits) will not be available through the Bill;

noted that including the specified permitting approvals within the Bill will not change the
locations where mining may be approved under the Bill because applications can only be
received where an existing right or privilege to the minerals exists;

agreed that the mining permit assessment criteria and information requirements contained in
the CMA, the Minerals Programmes and any CMA regulations will provide the basis for the
provisions in the Bill, with amendments as necessary to align with the wider fast-track
process;

invited the Minister for Resources and Minister for Regional Development (the Minister) to
issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary Counsel Office to give effect to the above
decisions via an Amendment Paper;

noted that the Minister intends to submit the proposed Amendment Paper to Cabinet
Legislation Committee for consideration in November 2024, alongside other amendments to
the Bill;

noted that, as further work proceeds on the proposal to include CMA permitting in the Bill,
officials may identify additional necessary technical or workability changes;

authorised the Minister to make final decisions on further technical or workability changes
to give effect to the above decisions, in consultation with other relevant Ministers as
necessary.
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