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Employment Relations (Pay Deductions for Partial Strikes) Amendment
Bill: Approval for Introduction

Portfolio Workplace Relations and Safety

On 5 December 2024, the Cabinet Legislation Committee:

1

noted that the Employment Relations (Pay Deductions for Partial Strikes) Amendment Bill
(the Bill) holds a category five priority on the 2024 Legislation Programme (to proceed to
select committee by the end of 2024);

noted that the Bill will reverse the 2018 repeal of the rules relating to partial strikes and
revert the settings in those areas to those set out in the Employment Relations Amendment
Act 2014;

agreed to amend the notice requirements for the recovery of overpayments in the Wages
Protection Act 1983 that previously applied when the overpayment was in relation to a
specified pay deduction so that the notice:

3.1 must be made within 10 working days of the pay day of overpayment;

3.2 must specify whether the deduction will be based on the proportionate calculation or
a flat rate of 10 percent; and

33 does not need to relate to an individual worker;

noted that the Minister for Workplace Relations and Safety has utilised her delegated
decision-making authority [CBC-24-MIN-0105] to make consequential amendments to the
Education and Training Act 2020 to clarify the powers of the Public Service Commissioner
in relation to specified pay deductions in response to partial strikes;

approved the Employment Relations (Pay Deductions for Partial Strikes) Amendment Bill
[PCO 26774/9.0] for introduction, subject to the final approval of the Government caucuses
and sufficient support in the House of Representatives;

agreed that the Bill be introduced in the week of 9 December 2024;
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7 agreed that the Government propose that the Bill be:

7.1 referred to the Education and Workforce Committee for consideration;

7.2  enacted by June 2025.

Tom Kelly

Committee Secretary

Present: Officials present from:
Hon Chris Bishop (Chair) Officials Committee for LEG
Hon Simeon Brown Leader of the House’s Office

Hon Shane Jones

Hon Brooke van Velden
Hon Casey Costello
Hon Nicole McKee
Hon Simon Watts

Hon Nicola Grigg

Hon Andrew Bayly
Hon Scott Simpson, MP
Todd Stephenson, MP
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