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Competition Settings:  Opportunity to Review New Zealand's 
Competition Settings to Lift Productivity

Portfolio Commerce and Consumer Affairs

On 25 September 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee:

1 agreed to progress the following workstreams to review New Zealand’s competition 
settings:

1.1 a review of the Commerce Commission’s board performance and governance 
arrangements to ensure the Commerce Commission has the right expertise and 
governance to make effective and timely decisions;

1.2 review the merger regime to ensure the Commerce Commission has the tools 
required to prevent mergers that create competition concerns;

1.3 review the tools to address anti-competitive behaviour and support a fair playing 
field for business to keep pace with market developments and provide more certainty
to firms on what constitutes anti-competitive collusion;

1.4 review the benefit of providing the Commerce Commission with an industry rule-
making power as a tool to remedy a market failure;

2 noted that the Minister of Commerce and Consumer Affairs intends to return to Cabinet for:

2.1 approval to release a discussion paper for public consultation, which sets out the 
problem definition, issues and options, by the end of 2024;

2.2 approval of final policy proposals on any changes to competition settings in early 
2025;

3 noted that any resulting legislative changes will be progressed through a Commerce 
Amendment Bill, for which a bid will be submitted for the 2025 Legislation Programme.

Rachel Clarke
Committee Secretary
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