
 

 

BRIEFING 

2023/24 Supplementary Estimates of Appropriations and 2024/25 Main 

Estimates: Vote Business, Science and Innovation – Media and 

Communications portfolio 

Date: 17 April 2024 Priority: High 

Security classification: Budget - Sensitive Tracking number: 2324-2044 

 

Action sought 

 Action sought Deadline 

Hon Melissa Lee 

Minister for Media and 
Communications 

Approve content related to your 
portfolio to be included in the 2023/24 
Supplementary Estimates of 
Appropriations and 2024/25 Main 
Estimates for Vote Business, Science 
and Innovation. 

Approve non-financial performance 
information, for appropriations you are 
responsible for, in this Vote. 

1:00pm, 23 April 2024 

 

Contact for telephone discussion (if required) 

Name Position Telephone 1st contact 

Betty 
O’Connor 
Scurr 

Deputy Chief Financial Officer, 
Corporate Services, Finance 
and Enablement 

 

James Hartley General Manager - Digital 
Communications and 
Transformation 

 

Policy Director, Digital, 
Communications and 
Transformation, Building, 
Resources and Markets 

 

(for any queries 

related to non-

financial 

information) 

Manager, Finance Business 
Partner, Building, Resources 
and Markets 

 

(for any queries 

related to 

financial 

information) 

 

The following departments/agencies have been consulted 

Commerce Commission, Crown Infrastructure Partners. 

 
  

Privacy of natural persons

Privacy of 
natural persons



 

 

Minister’s office to complete:  Approved  Declined 

 Noted  Needs change  Seen 

 Overtaken by Events  See Minister’s Notes  Withdrawn 

Comments 
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BRIEFING 

2023/24 Supplementary Estimates of Appropriations and 2024/25 

Main Estimates: Vote Business, Science and Innovation – Media 

and Communications portfolio 

Date: 17 April 2024 Priority: High 

Security 
classification: 

Budget - Sensitive Tracking 
number: 

2324-2044 

Purpose 

This briefing seeks your approval, in relation to appropriations in your Media and 

Communications portfolio, of: 

 the financial information in the 2023/24 Supplementary Estimates of Appropriations 

and 2024/25 Main Estimates (together known as the Estimates), and 

 changes to non-financial performance information (i.e. measures) to be 

incorporated into the Estimates. 

Executive summary 

On Budget Day 30 May 2024, the Estimates will be tabled in Parliament as part of Budget 

2024. 

The 2023/24 Supplementary Estimates include details of all new appropriations and 

changes to the existing appropriations in the current year since Budget 2023. 

The 2024/25 Estimates of Appropriations (Main Estimates) include spending intentions for 

the next financial year and information to understand what is intended to be achieved with 

this spending. 

All previously approved Ministerial decisions related to your portfolio are captured in the 

Estimates, including: 

 October 2023 and March 2024 Baseline Update decisions, 

 all Joint Ministers or Cabinet decisions approved before the Budget moratorium that 

begins on 29 April 2024, 

 the Technical and Significant (Savings, Cost Pressures and “Other”) initiatives 

included in the Significant Budget package approved by Cabinet on 29 April 2024. 
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Recommended action 

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) recommends that you: 

a Approve content related to your portfolio in the Estimates, as set out in Annexes 1 and 

2 

Approved / Not Approved 

b Approve changes to non-financial performance information related to your portfolio in 

the Estimates, as set out in Annex 3 

Approved / Not Approved 

c Approve MBIE to make non-significant corrections to the Estimates, following their 

submission to the Minister of Finance, if required to address feedback from the 

Treasury 

Approved / Not Approved 

d Note that MBIE has not provided a list of minor adjustments that have been made to 

the Estimates documents, like corrections of grammatical errors or inconsistencies 

Noted 

e Note that, subject to your approval of the Estimates content for your portfolio, you as 

the lead Minister for Vote Business, Science and Innovation, will submit the Estimates 

to the Minister of Finance by 1:00 pm on 26 April 2024 on behalf of all appropriation 

Ministers within the Vote. 

Noted 

 

 

 

 

 

James Hartley 

General Manager, Digital Communications  

and Transformation,  

Building and Resource Markets, MBIE 

 

16 / 04 / 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon Melissa Lee 

Minister for Media and Communications 

 

 

 

___ / ___/ 2024 
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Background 

1. On budget day legislation is passed and documents are published showing the 

funding provided to Government agencies.   

2. The Supplementary Estimates set out the changes to the 2023/24 financial year 

spending since Budget 2023. The 2024/25 Main Estimates detail all proposed 

spending for the next financial year, to be published at Budget 2024. The Estimates 

also include performance information for each appropriation (specific areas of 

spending within portfolios), explaining what is intended to be achieved with the 

funding. 

3. The information in the Estimates supports Parliament’s examination of appropriations 

for the forthcoming year. It also provides a base to assess what has been achieved 

with each appropriation at the end of the financial year. 

4. This briefing presents the 2023/24 Supplementary Estimates and 2024/25 Estimates 

of Appropriations for Vote Business, Science and Innovation, which include details of 

appropriations you are responsible for as Minister for Media and Communications. 

These are attached as Annexes 1 and 2. 

5. Subject to your approval of the content related to your Media and Communications 

portfolio, you as the Minister for Economic Development, lead Minister for Vote 

Business, Science and Innovation, will submit the Estimates to the Minister of 

Finance by 1:00 pm on 26 April 2024 on behalf of all appropriation Ministers within 

the Vote.  

Information in the Estimates 

2023/24 Supplementary Estimates 

6. The attached 2023/24 Supplementary Estimates (Annex 1) contains any changes 

since the prior year’s Main Estimates were published at Budget 2023. These include: 

 new appropriations established during the year, 

 changes to baselines approved through the Baseline Updates in October 2023 

and March 2024, 

 changes to non-financial performance information approved at MBU, and 

 other baseline changes and funding decisions made by Cabinet or joint Ministers 

which have an impact on the 2023/24 financial year. 

2024/25 Main Estimates 

7. The attached 2024/25 Main Estimates (Annex 2) set out the spending intentions for 

the next financial year and include: 

 financial details of all appropriations in your portfolio, including explanations for 

significant changes for next year compared to the current year, 

 for large appropriations, the components of appropriations above $50 million, 
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 details of memorandum accounts, where applicable, 

 non-financial performance information for each appropriation and each category 

of a multi-category appropriation, and where performance results will be reported 

at year-end, and 

 information about current and past Budget initiatives. 

Performance measures (non-financial performance information) 

8. MBIE has identified some proposed changes to incorporate into the Estimates, as 

shown in Annex 3. These are subject to your approval and if not approved will be 

removed from the final version. 

Significant Budget package  

9. Some savings, Cost pressures, New Spending and “Other” initiatives for the Media 

and Communications portfolio are due to be considered by Cabinet on 29 April 2024. 

These are detailed in the table in Annex 4 and have been incorporated into the Main 

Estimates. We have included our current understanding of these initiatives and seek 

your approval to update the estimates documents as decisions are finalised by 

Cabinet. 

10. No new appropriations in your portfolio will be established as part of the Significant 

Budget Package. 

Next steps 

11. Subject to your approval, please sign and return this briefing to MBIE by 1:00 pm on 

23 April 2024. This will enable MBIE to collate all changes and approvals for the 

Vote. 

12. As the lead for Vote Business, Science and Innovation, Minister for Economic 

Development, you will submit the Estimates to the Minister of Finance on behalf of all 

appropriation Ministers in the Vote by 1:00 pm on 26 April 2024. 

13. If you, or other portfolio Ministers within the Vote, wish to make any changes to non-

financial performance information, we will incorporate them into the Treasury’s 

CFISnet system and generate new versions of the Estimates documents for the Vote 

Lead Minister to submit to the Minister of Finance.  

14. MBIE has worked with Treasury officials in preparing the Estimates documents, 

however Treasury officials may provide us with feedback prior to the publication of 

the Estimates documents (after you have approved them). We have therefore sought 

your agreement to make minor (i.e. non-significant) corrections to address Treasury’s 

feedback if required (see recommendation c above). 

Budget approval process 

15. On 29 April 2024, Cabinet will be asked to agree to detailed financial 

recommendations for Budget 2024.  
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16. The Budget moratorium will start from 29 April 2024. The Budget moratorium is the 

period beginning on the day Cabinet approves the Budget package and ending after 

the Minister of Finance has delivered the Budget, during which proposals for changes 

to appropriations or departmental capital injections cannot be submitted for 

consideration. 

17. At that time no further changes to the Main Estimates will be allowed to be proposed 

to Cabinet or joint Ministers until after Budget Day, 30 May 2024.  

18. No further changes to the Supplementary Estimates will be allowed once the Budget 

moratorium has started. 

Annexes 

Annex 1: 2023/24 Supplementary Estimates of Appropriations for Vote Business, Science 

and Innovation 

Annex 2: 2024/25 Main Estimates of Appropriations for Vote Business, Science and 

Innovation 

Annex 3:  Proposed non-financial changes for Media and Communications portfolio 

Annex 4: Significant Budget package initiatives tables 

  



2324-2044 Budget - Sensitive 8 

Annex 1: 2023/24 Supplementary Estimates of Appropriations for 

Vote Business, Science and Innovation 
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Annex 2: 2024/25 Main Estimates of Appropriations for Vote 

Business, Science and Innovation 

 






















