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Improving the Gas Critical Contingency Management Regime

Portfolio Energy

On 18 September 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee:

1 noted that the critical contingency management regime is in place to manage the risk to the 
gas transmission and distribution systems from an unplanned disruption, such as a pipeline 
rupture;

2 noted that the Gas Governance (Critical Contingency Management) Regulations 2008 
(CCM Regulations) that govern this regime were last significantly amended in 2013;

3 noted that the Gas Industry Company (GIC) has been engaging with the gas sector on 
potential amendments to the CCM Regulations to improve the critical contingency 
management regime;

4 noted that on 2 July 2024, the GIC recommended that the CCM Regulations be amended to 
make a range of changes and refinements to improve the critical contingency management 
regime;

5 noted that the Minister for Energy (the Minister) is required to accept or reject the GIC’s 
recommendation to amend the CCM Regulations to improve the critical contingency 
management regime as a package and publish his decision by 30 September 2024;

6 noted that the Minister is satisfied that:

6.1 the GIC has met the statutory requirements to make this recommendation to him, 
including assessing the practicable options, preparing a statement of proposal, and 
then consulting stakeholders on this proposal;

6.2 the changes would improve the critical contingency management regime overall by 
better managing the risk of a gas network failure, enabling more efficient curtailment
of gas and making the regime more fit-for-purpose;

7 noted that the Minister intends to accept the GIC’s recommendation to amend the CCM 
Regulations to improve the gas critical contingency management regime;

8 agreed to amend the CCM Regulations as per the GIC’s recommendation to improve the 
gas critical contingency management regime;

9 invited the Minister to issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary Counsel Office to 
give effect to the above decision;
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10 authorised the Minister to make decisions, consistent with the above paragraphs, on any 
issues which arise during the drafting process;
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