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Urgent Amendment to Support Continued Fibre Uptake

Portfolio Media and Communications

On 12 August 2024, the Cabinet Business Committee:

1 noted that Subpart 3 of Part 4 of the Telecommunications Act 2001 (the Act) provides rights
of access to shared property for fibre installations, which will expire on 1 January 2025;

2 noted that a continuation of the rights is required to support continued fibre uptake;

3 noted that the Parliamentary Business Committee has determined (under Standing Order

300(2)) that the Economic Development, Science and Innovation Committee is authorised,
when considering the Regulatory Systems (Economic Development) Amendment Bill (the
Bill), to consider and recommend the amendments to continue the provisions relating to
shared property fibre installations, provided that the amendments are available to the Select
Committee in an Amendment Paper and submissions are taken on it;

4 noted that the Minister for Media and Communications (the Minister) has support from the
Minister responsible for the Regulatory Systems (Economic Development) Amendment Bill,
to include the amendments outlined in paragraph 5 below in the Bill;

5 agreed that necessary amendments be made to the Act to ensure the continuation of:
5.1  the rights to access shared property for fibre installations for a period of three years;

5.2 the requirement to be a member of the prescribed dispute resolution scheme for a
period of three years, so that it remains in place for one year after the new expiry
date for the rights;

6 invited the Minister to issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary Counsel Office for an
Amendment Paper to give effect to the decision in paragraph 5;

7 authorised the Minister to make decisions on minor policy matters that may arise during the
drafting process;

8 authorised the Minister to approve the Amendment Paper prepared by the Parliamentary
Counsel Office for release without reference to the Cabinet Legislation Committee or
Cabinet;
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9 authorised the Minister to write to the Chair of the Economic Development, Science and
Innovation Select Committee to ask the Committee to consult on and, if it sees fit,
recommend the amendments set out in the Amendment Paper when it considers the Bill;

10 noted that the Minister may further report back to Cabinet later in 2024 with additional
proposals on the operation and scope of the shared property access for fibre installations for
the longer term, to be progressed in a separate legislative vehicle, depending on the
outcomes of the recent discussion document titled Enhancing Telecommunications
Regulatory and Funding Frameworks.
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