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Exploring Options for Self-Certification of Building Work

Portfolio Building and Construction

On 18 September 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee:

1

noted that exploring options to broaden the use of self-certification in the building sector is
part of a programme of work to deliver an efficient, competitive building regulatory system
and reduce overall building costs, including initiatives for quicker and more efficient
pathways for low-risk building work;

noted that an opt-in self-certification scheme in the building sector may help to reduce
pressure on the consent system and reduce wait times for consent processing and inspections
during periods of high demand;

noted that self-certification would remove or reduce the third-party review role of building
consent authorities, and that it will be important to have other adequate mechanisms for
detecting design and/or construction errors to avoid defects and building failure;

directed officials to explore policy options for a potential self-certification scheme;

noted that options for self-certification have not been narrowed and that further work will be
undertaken to identify the scope of a potential self-certification scheme, which could:

5.1 allow a broad range of building professionals be eligible to apply (both individual
practitioners and accredited companies);

5.2 require that participants meet specified eligibility requirements including being able
to demonstrate an appropriate, specified level of competency and experience, and be
trustworthy; and

53 limit the type of work that can be self-certified to lower risk activities (i.e. work on a
simple residential dwelling);

noted that further work will be undertaken to ensure the following three safeguards are
improved when considering options to support a potential self-certification scheme:

6.1 strengthened competency of building professionals;
6.2  consumers have a remedy for non-compliant work;

6.3 the capacity for careless or incompetent self-certifiers to be identified and subject to
disciplinary action;
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noted that if a potential scheme is progressed, it will require that those self-certifying will:
7.1 have in place strong quality assurance processes and systems;
7.2 meet an ‘adequate means’ test to cover civil liabilities for non-compliant work;

7.3 have proven processes to manage conflicts of interest and meet ‘fit and proper
person’ requirements;

noted that officials will explore oversight mechanisms for a potential scheme, including
appropriate powers to undertake proactive auditing and spot checks to monitor compliance;

noted that current registration and licensing regimes for building professionals (including
complaints and disciplinary processes) and consumer protection measures are inadequate to
mitigate the risk of building failure introduced by removing third-party assurance processes;

directed officials to undertake further work to identify:

10.1  where existing registration and licensing regimes for building professionals
(including competency requirements and complaints and disciplinary processes) can
be improved to ensure that they are fit for purpose to accommodate self-certification
and other changes within the building control system;

10.2  how consumer protection measures in Part 4A of the Building Act 2004 can be
strengthened to accommodate self-certification and other changes and can provide
the right supports for consumers to manage their risks and enforce their right;

10.3  explore the role of insurance in relation to self-certification to ensure there are
adequate warranties and insurance to support reduced building consent authority
oversight, including whether there is an appetite for insurers to expand the current
offerings in response to a self-certification scheme if there were the right conditions
in place and how these might be achieved;

noted that the work on granny flats [CBC-24-MIN-0052] provides an opportunity to test
self-certification on a smaller scale, and with less risk involved is there is there is less
appetite for the risks associated with self-certification, or if the costs of establishing the
scheme are prohibitive;

noted that decisions still need to be made about whether there will be a residual role for
building consent authorities within the scheme.
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