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Building Consent Authority Structural Reform

Portfolio Building and Construction

On 11 September 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee (ECO):

1

noted that New Zealand’s current fragmented building consent system is leading to
inconsistency, uncertainty and inefficiency, which makes it harder to build;

noted that the Minister for Building and Construction (the Minister) considers structural
reform is justified to address these longstanding issues;

agreed that the Minister investigate options to reform the building consent system,
including:

3.1 consolidation of New Zealand’s 67 Building Consent Authorities, as outlined in the
paper under ECO-24-SUB-0192;

3.2 exempting additional categories of building activity from requiring Building Consent
Authority involvement and the liability associated with such activity;

33 providing for private insurance to play a greater role in allocating risk of
unsatisfactory building outcomes, including as an alternative to the building consent
system,;

agreed that the Minister commence targeted engagement on how to deliver consistency,
certainty and efficiency in the building consenting system through structural reform;

noted that proposed building system reforms will affect the way in which liability for
building defects is apportioned and it will be appropriate to consider questions of liability as
a related area of possible reform;

invited the Minister to report back to ECO in early 2025 to seek agreement to consult
publicly on detailed policy proposals for building consent authority structural reform;

noted that transitioning to a new structure for the building consent system will involve at
least some disruption and costs, and that further advice will be provided as part of the above
report back.

Rachel Clarke
Committee Secretary
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