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Improving the Integrity of the Migrant Exploitation Protection Visa 
Settings

Portfolio Immigration

On 21 August 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee:

1 noted that in 2023, changes were made to extend the duration of the Migrant Exploitation 
Protection Visa, at the same time that a short-term financial support package was introduced
[CAB-23-MIN-0443];

2 noted that in the last financial year there has been an exponential increase in claims of 
exploitation and applications for the Migrant Exploitation Protection Visa;

3 noted that the current settings for the Migrant Exploitation Protection Visa are creating 
perverse incentives for migrants, and pose undue risk to the integrity of the immigration 
system;

4 noted that, in response to the above risk, the Minister of Immigration (the Minister) intends 
to certify Immigration Instructions, to remove the second Migrant Exploitation Protection 
Visa, limiting the maximum duration for a migrant to be on this type of visa to six months;

5 noted that the Minister intends to direct officials to make a number of changes to the 
definition of exploitation (for the purposes of the Employment Services assessment) to:

5.1 clarify that redundancy and termination that follows legal process is not exploitation;

5.2 specify that exploitation must be carried out by, or on behalf, of a migrant’s 
employer.

Rachel Clarke
Committee Secretary
Present: (see over)
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