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Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003: Proposed
Amendments

Portfolio Energy

On 8 May 2024, the Cabinet Economic Policy Committee:

1 noted that:

1.1 the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003 (the Regulations) set out the
rights and responsibilities of vegetation owners and electrical works owners, where
trees and electrical lines share space;

1.2 consultation was undertaken in early 2023 on proposed improvements to the
Regulations [CAB-23-MIN-0050];

2 agreed that Growth Limit Zones be required to be ‘clear to the sky’;

3 noted that the cost of removing vegetation to achieve ‘clear to the sky’ Growth Limit Zones
will be determined by rules in the Regulations, and is likely to be shared between lines and
tree owners;

4 noted that an appropriate transition period is proposed to allow line and tree owners time to
adjust to the new Growth Limit Zones;

5 agreed to extend the notice zone in the Regulations (for vegetation that risks encroaching
the Growth Limit Zone) by one metre;

6 noted that the Minister for Energy proposes to consult with stakeholders about further
amendments to the Regulations to allow lines owners to address the risk of treefall from
outside of the Growth Limit Zones;

7 invited the Minister for Energy to issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary Council
Office to give effect to the above policy decisions;

8 authorised the Minister for Energy to approve and release a draft of the proposed
amendments to the Regulations for targeted consultation;
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9 authorised the Minister for Energy to make further decisions consistent with the above
paragraphs on any issues that arise during the drafting and on minor or technical
amendments as required.
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