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Enhancing Telecommunications Regulatory and Funding Frameworks: 
Release of Discussion Document

Portfolio Media and Communications

On 9 April 2024, the Cabinet Expenditure and Regulatory Review Committee:

1 noted that while the telecommunications regulatory framework is generally delivering good 
outcomes for New Zealanders, the Minister for Media and Communications (the Minister) 
believes some enhancements should be actively explored, including:

1.1 removing any unnecessary restrictions on some fibre providers (including those 
originally put in place at the start of the Ultra-Fast Broadband initiative) to support 
business growth and innovation and the potential development of more rural 
connectivity solutions;

1.2 introducing greater flexibility to how the Telecommunications Development Levy is 
set, to allow the Government to respond to rural connectivity needs in a timely way 
whilst also managing cost-of-living impacts; 

1.3 updating some settings to account of market and technological change, such as the 
growth in low-earth orbit satellites in our market; and

1.4 other potential changes to ensure the telecommunications regulatory regime remains 
fit for purpose;

2 approved the release of the discussion document titled Enhancing Telecommunications 
Regulatory and Funding Frameworks, attached at Appendix One to the paper under 
EXP-24-SUB-0020, subject to any minor and technical changes that the Minister considers 
necessary; 

3 noted that the Minister intends to report back to Cabinet on the next steps and any proposed 
policy decisions on these matters following consultation.

Sam Moffett
Committee Secretary

(see over for attendance)
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