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4. MEDIA UPDATE AND UPCOMING EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
 
4.1 INZ Communications and Engagement 
 
Marc Piercey 
Manager 
Communications and Engagement INZ 

 
 
Last week, INZ sent the Minister communications plans on implementation of the upcoming 
changes to the New Zealand and United Kingdom Working Holiday Scheme, as well as the 
latest local council additions to the Welcoming Communities resettlement programme.  
 
Media: 
 
There were several follow-up questions on the changes to the Skilled Migrant Category (SMC). 
 
A continuing focus on the extent of fraud with the AEWV remains high. The General Manager 
of INZ’s Verification and Compliance branch gave interviews to Newshub and Stuff. INZ also 
received a query about a scam involving individuals from Latin and South America who have 
paid for visas and non-existent job offers. 
 
There was a question about an individual from Tonga who has overstayed on their expired 
visa and who is the caregiver for her blind husband. INZ also received a query about the policy 
on granting exceptions to people with severe medical conditions who want to come to                   
New Zealand. 
 
There was a question about the decline rates for Indian student visa applications. 
 
4.2 Events and Meetings for the Minister of Immigration 
 
To be discussed with the Ministers office. 
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