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Update on MIQ exemptions process 
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Security 
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9 April 2021 Priority: 

MINISTRY OF BUSINESS, 
INNOVATION & EMPLOYMENT 
HIKINA WHAKATUTUKI 

Medium 

In Confidence Tracking 
number: 

2021-3006 

You have asked for information on how the exemptions process for managed isolation and 
quarantine operates. This briefing covers the current process, including the decision making 
process, and recent updates to the risk assessment tool. 

Recommended action 

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment recommends that you: 

a Note the criteria, process and decision makers for the assessment of exemptions to MIQ. 

Noted 

b Note the risk tool has been recently reviewed by officials, signed off by the Director-General 
of Health, and was implemented 9 April 2021. 

Noted 

c Note the Director-General has amended the tool to allow Medical Officers of Health to utilise 
their clinical judgement to consider exemptions from a low risk country prior to day 7, but 
after a negative day 3 test (these cases would have previously been automatically declined). 

Noted 

d Note criteria for the risk assessment tool are now publically available online for greater 
transparency. 

Kara Isaac 
General Manager, MIQ Policy 
MBIE 

Hon Chris Hipkins 
Minister for COVID-19 Response 

9/4/2021 / / 

Noted 

2021-3006 In Confidence 
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