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Eligibility for Immediate Family Members Under the Community 
Organisation Refugee Sponsorship Category Pilot

Portfolio Immigration

On 16 August 2023, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee:

1 noted that current settings for the Community Organisation Refugee Sponsorship category 
mean that refugees can only include their partners and dependent children in their 
application if they are also mandated refugees;

2 agreed to extend the eligibility criteria for the Community Organisation Refugee 
Sponsorship category to include partners and dependent children of sponsored refugees, 
regardless of their refugee status;

3 agreed that partners and dependent children of refugees be included within the 150 places of
the Community Organisation Refugee Sponsorship category;

4 noted that there are no additional costs associated with the above change, as the partners and
dependent children would be included within the established 150 places for the Community 
Organisation Refugee Sponsorship category;

5 noted that the Minister of Immigration will certify amendments to Immigration Instructions 
in line with Cabinet’s decisions;

6 noted that the changes will apply to residence applications made on and after the 
Immigration Instructions take effect, and cannot retrospectively apply to existing residence 
applications already lodged with Immigration New Zealand.

Janine Harvey
Committee Secretary
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