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Changes to Immigration Regulations for the New Skilled Migrant
Category

Portfolio Immigration

On 31 May 2023, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee (DEV):

1

noted that on 5 April 2023, DEV agreed to changes to the Skilled Migrant Category
residence visas, including changes to streamline the application process
[DEV-23-MIN-0049];

noted that proposed changes to the application process (to include a zero-rated Skilled
Migrant Category Expression of Interest fee to deter ineligible people from applying for a
Skilled Migrant Category residence class visa unless invited to apply) will require
amendments to the Immigration (Visa, Entry Permission, and Related Matters) Regulations
2010 (the Immigration Regulations);

authorised the Minister of Immigration to issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary
Counsel Office to make changes to the Immigration Regulations to implement a zero-rated
fee for notifying an Expression of Interest to apply for a Skilled Migrant Category residence
class visa, both online and in hard copy, to take effect from 16 August 2023;

noted that it is intended that the online Skilled Migrant Category residence visa application
will have the same fee as a hard copy application, and that the Immigration Regulations
need to be amended to clarify that there is no difference in the fee;

authorised the Minister of Immigration to issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary
Counsel Office to make changes to the Immigration Regulations to implement other policy
decisions, including:

5.1 providing for a fee for an online Skilled Migrant Category residence visa application
(to be equal to the hard copy fee);

5.2 removing references to the Skilled Migrant Category Job Search Visa (Cabinet has
previously agreed to close this visa category: DEV-23-MIN-0049);

5.3 minor and technical changes to the Immigration Regulations in accordance with
these policy decisions and those previously agreed by Cabinet;

noted that the revised Immigration Regulations are expected to be submitted to the Cabinet
Legislation Committee for consideration on 20 July 2023, and that an exemption to the
28-day rule will be sought to enable implementation by 16 August 2023;
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7 authorised the Minister of Immigration to make minor and technical decisions, including
minor policy decisions, as required to facilitate the drafting of the amendments outlined
above, provided they are consistent with the agreed policy.
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