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Background 

1. A petition from Juliana Carvalho was presented to Parliament on 4 May 2022, titled 'Let
Arianna stay in New Zealand'.

2. The petition requests that:

"the House of Representatives urge the Associate Minister of Immigration to exempt Arianna
Alfonzo from the Acceptable Standards of Health policy and grant Arianna residence so she
can live with her parents in New Zealand and note that 4, 179 people have signed an online
petition to this effect."

3. The full petition is attached as Annex 1.

4. The Petitions Committee wrote to the Ministry on 16 June 2022 requesting that the Ministry

provide a written submission commenting on the issues raised, with a deadline of 15 July

2022.

5. Before the Ministry could make a submission however, the Petitions Committee referred the

Petition directly to the office of the Associate Minister of Immigration (the Associate Minister)

on 28 June 2022 to provide a response from the Government on the issues raised in

accordance with Standing Order 380:

Standing Order 380: Referral of petition to Minister for response

(1) The Petitions Committee may refer a petition to a Minister for response.

(2) If a petition has been transferred to another select committee, that committee may
request that the Petitions Committee refer the petition to a Minister for response.

(3) In referring a petition to a Minister for response, the Petitions Committee may draw
attention to any matters arising from the petition that the committee considers should
be addressed in the Minister's response.

(4) When a petition is referred to a Minister for response, -

(a) the petition is discharged from the committee that was considering it:

(b) the Minister must respond to the petition within 60 working days:

(c) the Minister's response is presented to the House by the Minister as a parliamentary
paper.

6. Responses to petitions are considered to be Official Government responses and follow the

standard process for these 1. 

7. A proposed response to this petition was provided to Hon. Phil Twyford in his previous

capacity as Associate Minister of Immigration, who provided feedback to the Ministry.

Unfortunately, due to a process issue, there has been a delay in sending a revised response

back to the office of the Associate Minister. The Ministry apologises for this delay.

https:f/dpmc.govt.nz/publicalions/officlat-govemmenl-response-process 
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Risks and mitigations 

18. The Ministry does not consider that the petition raises any risks that require mitigation.

19. The proposed Government response, if approved by you, will be made public.

Next steps 

20. Subject to your approval of the proposed response, the table below sets out our

recommended timeline and process for responding to the petition.

Milestone/Activity Timeframe 

Ministerial Consultation 29 May - 12 June 2023 

60 working day deadline for response The initial deadline was 19 
September 2022. Unfortunately, as 
noted in paragraph 7, there has 
been a delay in this Petition being 
sent back to the office of the 
Associate Minister by INZ. 

Annexes 

Annex 1: Petition of Juliana Carvalho: Let Arianna stay in New Zealand 

Annex 2: Draft Cabinet Paper on the proposed Government response to the Immigration-related 

petition presented by Juliana Carvalho 

Annex 3: Proposed Government Response to referral of petition from Juliana Carvalho: "Let 

Arianna stay in New Zealand' 
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Annex 1: Petition of Juliana Carvalho: Let Arianna stay in 

New Zealand 
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