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To update you on changes made to the draft Cabinet paper Options for Accelerating MIQ Network 
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on 9 March.  
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Options for Accelerating MIQ Network Transition Cabinet paper 

1. An updated draft Cabinet paper is at Annex 1. This incorporates changes made since the 
last version provided to your office on Wednesday 2 March [2122-2838 refers]. 

2. Talking points are attached in Annex 2.  

3. We understand that the Treasury are likely to indicate to the Minister of Finance that their 
preferred option if vaccination requirements are retained is Option 2 (consolidate to three or 
four facilities, extend contracts until December 2022), or Option 3 (decommission all facilities 
by 30 June 2022) if vaccination requirements are removed.  

4. As previously noted, with 21 facilities due to be empty by next week and a large workforce 
with an uncertain future, it is critical that this decision and the associated public 
announcement are made as soon as possible next week. 

Changes to paper from feedback 

5. A number of minor changes have been made to the Cabinet paper to reflect feedback from 
your office, other Ministers, and other agencies.  
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6. Costings for each of the three options have been included, consistent with your direction. It 
has also been made clearer throughout the paper that any unspent funding will be returned 
to the centre, even if the financial implications of all policy decisions are not yet sufficiently 
clear to include in the paper. 

7. Minor editorial changes and corrections have been made.  

Annexes 

Annex One: Updated Cabinet paper Options for Accelerating MIQ Network Transition for 
lodgement 
Annex Two: Talking Points on Options for Accelerating MIQ Network Transition for CAB on 7 
March 2022 
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Annex One: Updated Cabinet paper Options for Accelerating MIQ 
Network Transition for lodgement 
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Annex Two: Talking Points on Options for Accelerating MIQ 
Network Transition for Cabinet on 7 March or SWC on 9 March 

These talking points are about the proposed approach to reducing and decommissioning the MIQ network, 
which were prepared and offered by MBIE/MIQ but do not necessarily represent messages that the Minister 
for COVID-19 Response ever accepted or used.
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