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This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Oral Item: Worker Redeployment Support Contingency - Rapid 
Response to Flooding 

Portfolio Regional Economic Development 

On 27 July 2020, following reference from the Cabinet Economic Development Committee, 
Cabinet:

1 noted that in March 2020, Cabinet agreed to a COVID-19 economic support package which 
included $100 million for worker redeployment support [CAB-20-MIN-0108];

2 agreed to fund up to $4 million from the Worker Redeployment package for worker 
redeployment and associated capital expenditure to address flood damage in Northland 
related to roads, culverts and drains and associated infrastructure;

3 agreed that funds will be allocated to the Provincial Development Unit to work with 
relevant bodies to hire workers and deliver repairs to the flood water damage; 

4 invited the Minister of Finance and Minister or Regional Economic Development to report 
back to Cabinet on the proposed disbursement mechanism before the funds are granted;

5 authorised the Minister of Finance and Minister for Regional Economic Development 
jointly to agree to any necessary changes to appropriations to implement the above 
decisions.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Secretary’s Note: This minute replaces DEV-20-MIN-0146.  Cabinet added a new paragraph 4.
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