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IN CONFIDENCE 

28 Public consultation will target all participants of the building consent system, 
including consumers, building product manufacturers, building consent 
authorities, peak bodies, building professionals, building owners and building 
product users. 

29 Following consultation, MBIE will analyse the submissions received and 
propose an approach for the next phase of the review (development of policy 
proposals for system change). Depending on feedback and the outcome of 
this analysis, this may involve progressing with the preferred options identified 
in this paper, and undertaking further consultation on the more complex policy 
options, which require additional input on the detailed design. 

30 The development of the options paper, as well as the options and approaches 
it considers, are set out in the next section. 

Development of the Building Consent System Review: Options Paper 

31 The options paper considers and seeks to test possible high-level options to 
reform the building consent system. For areas of reform where policy work is 
sufficiently advanced, preferred options have been indicated. However, this 
does not preclude the consideration of other options; all options are on the 
table. 

32 The options paper seeks in-depth feedback from the wider sector on all the 
options that have been identified and their respective benefits, risks, costs 
and disadvantages. It also invites suggestions of other options that should be 
considered in this review. Feedback will inform decisions on a preferred 
package of options for system change, and the detailed design of those 
options. 

33 The options paper draws on insights from submissions on the issues 
discussion document, as well as evaluation and research undertaken on 
sector trends, how work is done in international jurisdictions, and findings from 
previous reviews of the building regulatory system. 

34 MBIE also undertook informal engagements with key stakeholders (including 
the Building Consent System Review Sector Reference Group, local 
government, peak bodies, industry organisations and Maori in the workforce) 
to further refine and shape the high-level options being considered in the 
options paper. 

35 The options contained in the options paper, as a whole, aim to make the 
building consent system more efficient and to ensure that compliance costs 
are proportionate. This contributes to the goals of greater productivity and 
housing affordability. 

36 Overall, any improvements to the building consent system that increase 
efficiency and remove time delays could improve affordability. A system that 
provides greater certainty as to what can be built, and how consent 
applications will be treated by building consent authorities, will result in fewer 
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