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Responses to questions

Part 2 of the discussion document: section 254

Matter Question

Prescribing

information that Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
must be included or | section 254(1)(a)?

provided

You already mention that some provisions in the regulations may need to be different for small
societies and large (national or over an income threshold) societies. The administrative workload for
the office of the registrar would be lessened if the requirements for an annual filing were left as they
are for small societies.

Prescribing the , . .
Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under

in which
mannerin waic section 254(1)(b)?

A things must be done

Authorising the

Registrar to
4 . Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
determine the .
. . stage under section 254(1)(c)?
M manner in which

things must be done

Yes —and | do not see why such a provision may be required in the future

Declaring persons to
2 Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this

be, t to be,
e, or not to be, stage under section 254(1)(d)?

8 officers

Yes

Prescribing
circumstances
related to Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
independent section 254(1)(e)?

committee
members

The suggestion that large societies and small societies should have different regulations is a practical
recognition of the volunteer nature of small societies. The same recognition should be carried through
to other parts of the regulations.




Prescribing
jurisdictions whose
officer
disqualifications we
will recognise

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(f)?

Prescribing the
types of changes in
officer information
that must be
notified

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(g)?

I do not see why all officers need their name, email and physical address notified — is this so legal

papers can be served? If a fee is to be paid every time an office holder ( a volunteer in small groups)

takes up, relinquishes or changes their role, then that will become an impost on these small groups.

Regulating
constitutional
provisions on
conflicts of interest

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 254(1)(h)?

Prescribing societies
that can restrict
general meeting
attendance to
delegates

Do you have any suggestions regarding regulations that should be made under
section 254(1)(i)?

Defining the term
‘total current assets’

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(j)?

Two tiers of regulation, for large and for small societies, is appropriate.

Prescribing
additional
requirements for the
financial statements
of small societies

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 254(1)(k)?

No regulations should be made — and this section would seem to negate section 254 (1) (j)




Determining the
class of society that
must have its
financial statements
audited

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(l)? For example, do you agree that focusing on the proportion of

societies that should be captured is appropriate?

This would seem to be an area where there should be recognition of the difference between large and

small societies

Setting infringement
fees

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(m)?

Prescribing the
information to be
included in
infringement and
reminder notices

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(n)?

Removal and
restoration of
societies from the
register

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(0)?

Prescribing certain
matters relating to
surplus assets

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(p)?

Prescribing
procedural
requirements for
surplus asset
‘resolutions’

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 254(1)(q)?

Prescribing how
documents must be
served on a society

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(r)?




Prescribing how
documents must be
iM served on a person

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(s)?

Prescribing matters
relating to the
incorporated

20 . .
societies register

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(t)?

Specifying matters
concerning
conversion into an

21 i
incorporated society

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(u), (v) or (w)?

Part 3 of the discussion document: section 254

Question

Setting fees for the
performance of
functions or the
exercise of powers

Do you have any suggestions on regulations that should be made under section
255(1)(a)?

The introduction of these fees and levies would make incorporation difficult for many smaller volunteer

bl 8roups.

I had thought the lack of such fees was an acknowledgement by the government of the valuable

community benefits provided by small volunteer groups. Funding for such groups is from local

fundraising, and from grants —which can be from building societies, banks, lottery commission, local

councils and other institutions. Most such grants are only made to incorporated societies. Lack of

funding will inhibit the activity and existence of these societies, many of which provide a significant

welfare supplement to their local communities.

Setting late fees

23

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 255(1)(b)?

This appears to be a duplication of matters covered in Section 254 (1) (l)

Setting other fees

24

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 255(1)(c)?

Part 4 of the discussion document: section 254




Question

Providing that

certain rules appl,
25 pply

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 256(1)(a)?

Providing that
certain legislative
v1 rules do not apply

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 256(1)(b)?

Prescribing matters
for the purposes of

Part 1 of Schedule 1
27

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 256(1)(c)?

My previous comment on fees applies here too — | had thought the lack of fees for small societies was
an acknowledgement by the government of the community benefit provided by such societies.

Other comments

| understand there have been issues to address, but there is no explanation as to why examples from
other jurisdictions were unsuitable “because they were too brief”. Brevity would seem to be
commendable. | get the impression the act is tailored for the perhaps 800 large societies and has
totally ignored the rest of the 24000 incorporated bodies. Unless the hope is that the administrative
workload caused by all the small groups will disappear because they cannot manage the new

requirements.






