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Responses to questions

Part 2 of the discussion document: section 254

Matter Question

Prescribing

information that Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
must be included or | section 254(1)(a)?

provided

Yes - in current times it is not uncommon for incorporated societies to operate under a work from
home structure. In these cases it seems that the request for a physical address for the society's office
and service is not applicable. Otherwise there is a need to use the society storage unit address or the
address of a officer of the society to comply.

Prescribing the , . .
Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under

in which
mannerin waic section 254(1)(b)?

A things must be done

Authorising the

Registrar to
4 . Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
determine the .
. . stage under section 254(1)(c)?
M manner in which

things must be done

Yes

Declaring persons to
2 Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this

be, t to be,
e, or not to be, stage under section 254(1)(d)?

8 officers

Yes

Prescribing
circumstances
related to Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
independent section 254(1)(e)?

committee
members

No

Prescribing Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
jurisdictions whose | section 254(1)(f)?

W officer
disqualifications we
will recognise




Yes - the proposal group of those disqualified from being an office in NZ should include those who have

been banned as an officer in Cook Islands, Samoa, Fiji and Tonga as well as those in Australia due to our

strong ties to these nations and the large movement of people between them.

Prescribing the
types of changes in
officer information
that must be
notified

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(g)?

No.

Regulating
constitutional
provisions on
conflicts of interest

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 254(1)(h)?

Yes.

Prescribing societies
that can restrict
general meeting
attendance to
delegates

Do you have any suggestions regarding regulations that should be made under
section 254(1)(i)?

The society's constitution should specify the required numbers of members at a AGM. This should NOT

be all members as this is impractical. Many members simply are not interested in attending an AGM.

However, any member should have the right to attend an AGM if they want. And there should be some

sort of member representation present at an AGM eg 5%. This should be left for societies to determine

what is applicable and realistic to their society.

Defining the term

’

‘total current assets

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(j)?

No

Prescribing
additional
requirements for the
financial statements
of small societies

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 254(1)(k)?

Yes

Determining the
class of society that
must have its
financial statements
audited

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(l)? For example, do you agree that focusing on the proportion of
societies that should be captured is appropriate?




13

14

15

16

17

18

Yes that seems appropriate.

Setting infringement
fees

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(m)?

Yes. The three different grouping levels of infringements are good as they are based on the seriousness
of each of the offences. However, replacing the fees of $500, $200, and $100 with $500, $100 and $50
would be more appropriate for many of the smaller/medium sized societies. Lots of these societies

have volunteers who will be in charge of meeting these requirements rather than employees. Being

late with updating changes to officers etc could simply be a result of change in volunteer personel or

limited volunteer availability. $100 seems too high a punishment. However, holding an AGM is very

important and therefore $500 is reasonable.

Prescribing the
information to be
included in
infringement and
reminder notices

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(n)?

No

Removal and
restoration of
societies from the
register

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(0)?

No

Prescribing certain
matters relating to
surplus assets

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(p)?

No

Prescribing
procedural
requirements for
surplus asset

‘resolutions’

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 254(1)(q)?

Yes

Prescribing how
documents must be
served on a society

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(r)?

No




Prescribing how Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
documents must be | section 254(1)(s)?
)t served on a person

No

Prescribing matters
relating to the Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
incorporated section 254(1)(t)?

20 . .
societies register

No

Specifying matters
concerning Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
conversion into an section 254(1)(u), (v) or (w)?

21 @ .
incorporated society

No

Part 3 of the discussion document: section 254

Matter Question

Setting fees for the

performance of Do you have any suggestions on regulations that should be made under section
functions or the 255(1)(a)?

exercise of powers

22

Zero fees. This is an additional change being enforced on societies. They are already incurring financials
and time costs associated with these changes and compliance. They should not have additional costs
put on them in the form of application fees.

Setting late fees Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under

i ?
>3 section 255(1)(b):

No, seems okay.

Setting other fees Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this

v stage under section 255(1)(c)?

Similar to point 22 above, zero fees should be applied.

Part 4 of the discussion document: section 254

Matter Question



Providing that
certain rules apply

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 256(1)(a)?

25
Yes
Providing that . , . .
. . Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
certain legislative .
stage under section 256(1)(b)?
v1 rules do not apply
Yes

Prescribing matters
for the purposes of
Part 1 of Schedule 1

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 256(1)(c)?

27

5(3)(e) - disagree. There should be no fee. It is the Companies Office responsibility to determine how

they will absorb the processing related costs. Just like it is the individual societies responsibility to

determine how they will fund the costs at their end, including loss of staff/volunteer time, to get up to

speed and apply these new changes. Particularly for not for profit or charity organisations this already

is a significant cost to bear without the Companies Office trying to offload their costs onto Societies

too.

Other comments






