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Matter

Responses to questions

Part 2 of the discussion document: section 254

Question

Prescribing
information that
must be included or
provided

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(a)?

Prescribing the
manner in which
things must be done

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(b)?

Authorising the
Registrar to
determine the
manner in which
things must be done

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this

stage under section 254(1)(c)?

Declaring persons to
be, or not to be,
officers

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 254(1)(d)?

Prescribing
circumstances
related to
independent
committee
members

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(e)?

Prescribing
jurisdictions whose
officer
disqualifications we
will recognise

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(f)?




Prescribing the
types of changes in
officer information
that must be
notified

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(g)?

Regulating
constitutional
provisions on
conflicts of interest

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 254(1)(h)?

Prescribing societies
that can restrict
general meeting
attendance to
delegates

Do you have any suggestions regarding regulations that should be made under
section 254(1)(i)?

Defining the term
‘total current assets’

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(j)?

Prescribing
additional
requirements for the
financial statements
of small societies

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 254(1)(k)?

Determining the
class of society that
must have its
financial statements
audited

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(l)? For example, do you agree that focusing on the proportion of
societies that should be captured is appropriate?

Setting infringement
fees

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(m)?




Prescribing the
information to be
included in
infringement and
reminder notices

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(n)?

Removal and
restoration of
societies from the
register

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(o)?

The current proposed regulations relating to s177(1)(a) — persons to whom the Registrar must give

notice when proposing to remove a society do not currently include the listed Officers of the society.

In our view, the Registrar should be required to notify all of the listed Officers of the society, not just

the societies designated contact person. If the designated contact person changes or leaves the society,

a society may be removed from the register, possibly due to the error of a single person. By notifying all

officers, this prevents the unintended removal of the society.

Prescribing certain
matters relating to
surplus assets

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(p)?

Prescribing
procedural
requirements for
surplus asset
‘resolutions’

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 254(1)(q)?

Prescribing how
documents must be
served on a society

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(r)?

Prescribing how
documents must be
served on a person

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(s)?




Prescribing matters
relating to the
incorporated

societies register

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(t)?

Specifying matters
concerning
conversion into an
incorporated society

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 254(1)(u), (v) or (w)?

Part 3 of the discussion document: section 254

Matter

Question

Setting fees for the
performance of

functions or the
exercise of powers

Do you have any suggestions on regulations that should be made under section
255(1)(a)?

Setting late fees

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 255(1)(b)?

The timeframe to file annual returns and financial statements of 6 months from the end of the financial
year, may be quite tight. This is particularly so for societies who are required to have their financial
statements audited and then approved at a General Meeting (which typically involves a period of
providing members with a copy of documents to be discussed —for us this is currently 3 weeks). Whilst
we recognise the 6-month filing timeframe is legislated, we recommend that the timeframe for
applying late fees for these reasons is extended slightly, or a generous exemption process is created.

Paragraph 94 of the consultation document says there are limited auditors, which is increasing price
pressures. It may also create delays in audited financial statements becoming available. We therefore
recommend either a longer period before late filing fees come into effect, or an exemptions process is

established.

Setting other fees

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 255(1)(c)?

Part 4 of the discussion document: section 254

Matter Question
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Providing that
certain rules apply

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 256(1)(a)?

26

Providing that
certain legislative
rules do not apply

Do you agree with MBIE’s proposal that no regulations should be made at this
stage under section 256(1)(b)?

v Part 1 of Schedule 1

Prescribing matters
for the purposes of

Do you have any comments on MBIE’s proposals regarding regulations under
section 256(1)(c)?

Other comments






