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Extending the 2022 Special Ukraine Visa 

 
Portfolio Immigration 

 
 
On 22 February 2023, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee: 

 
1 noted that in March 2022, as part of the immigration response to Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine, Cabinet agreed to establish the 2022 Special Ukraine Policy to enable Ukrainian 
New Zealanders to sponsor their parent, grandparent, adult sibling, or adult child, and their 
immediate family (partner and any dependent children) to come to New Zealand and shelter 
here for two years [CAB-22-MIN-0069]; 

 
2 noted that Cabinet agreed the policy would remain open for 12 months, so without further 

decisions the policy will close for expressions of interest on 15 March 2023; 
 
3 noted that the war in Ukraine appears unlikely to abate in the foreseeable future and take-up 

of the policy has been lower than initial estimates; 
 
4 agreed that the 2022 Special Ukraine Policy is extended for 12 months to 15 March 2024; 

 
5 noted that Special Visa holders have nine months to travel to New Zealand, but due to 

challenges in travelling from Ukraine and the ongoing informal conscription process this is 
proving an insufficient amount of time for many visa holders; 

 
6 agreed to change the 2022 Special Ukraine Visa conditions to allow a period of 12 months 

to travel to New Zealand for future visa grants; 
 
7 noted that advocates have identified several barriers to access of the policy and requested a 

number of changes and expansions to the policy; 
 
8 noted that sponsors under the 2022 Special Ukraine Visa must have born in Ukraine, or 

hold/did hold Ukrainian citizenship or be a permanent resident of Ukraine, and this means 
some second and third generation Ukrainians are unable to sponsor their family members; 

 
9 agreed that the criteria outlined in paragraph 8 be expanded to include those who either 

themselves, their parent, or their grandparent have been born in Ukraine, or hold/did hold 
Ukrainian citizenship or be a permanent resident of Ukraine; 

 
10 noted that currently eligible sponsors can sponsor their parents, grandparents, adult children, 

siblings and their immediate family (partner and any dependent children) and that family 
members outside of this can be considered by Delegated Decision Makers on a case-by-case 
basis; 
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