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Immigration Visa Regulations: Fit for a Modern Border

Portfolio Immigration

On 15 February 2023, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee:

1

noted that Cabinet has agreed to the introduction, scope, and associated funding of the New
Zealand Traveller Declaration (NZTD) to support Reconnecting New Zealand and
modernise the border system [CBC-21-MIN-0090, SWC-22-MIN-0050,
SWC-22-MIN-0127];

noted that the reintroduction of the NZTD from June 2023 will enable travellers to complete
their digital declaration (for immigration, customs and biosecurity purposes) electronically,
removing the need for the paper New Zealand Passenger Arrival Card;

noted that the Immigration (Visa, Entry Permission and Related Matters) Regulations 2010
(Visa Regulations) do not fully enable the immigration system to utilise digital solutions
(such as the NZTD) and to be fit-for-the-future;

agreed to amend the Visa Regulations to enable digital solutions to be used for immigration
purposes, specifically to allow applications for a visa and/or entry permission upon arrival in
New Zealand to be made electronically (i.e. using the NZTD) and the ability to allow it to be
completed in languages other than English;

invited the Minister of Immigration to issue drafting instructions to the Parliamentary
Counsel Office in accordance with the decision in paragraph 4;

authorised the Minister of Immigration to make decisions on any minor or technical
matters, consistent with the policy decisions in the paper under DEV-23-SUB-0002, that
may arise during the drafting process;

noted that the NZTD programme is developing an extensive communications strategy to
inform travellers of the introduction of the digital declaration.

Jenny Vickers
Committee Secretary
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