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NOW OPEN TO NZ RESEARCHERS



• focused, well resourced, collaborative 
and equitable

• ensures the research, science and 
innovation system makes an impact 
of national and global significance

• embeds Te Tiriti and Māori 
aspirations into its design

• supports an excellent and diverse 
workforce

• sustainable, resilient and cohesive.

Te Ara Paerangi – Future Pathways 

A future focused RSI system for New Zealand 
that is



International collaboration and Te Ara Paerangi

• We aim to grow our global 
connectivity

• We want our talented 
researchers, innovators and 
institutions to engage with 
the world’s best and take 
advantage of international 
opportunities

• We know Government can do 
better to support our people 
to contribute to and benefit 
from global innovation



EURAXESS is a European Commission’s Directorate-

General for Research and Innovation initiative

Understanding Horizon Europe
Horizon Europe New Zealand Roadshow

21-28 Feb 2023

Nishant Shandilya

Regional Coordinator

EURAXESS Australia and New Zealand
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A. EU Framework Programme for R&I
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Approximately €80 billion of 
funding available over 7 years 

(2014 - 2020)

Approximately €95.5 billion of 
funding available over 7 years 

(2021 - 2027)

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en
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A. Horizon Europe – Structure

* The European Institute of Innovation & Technology (EIT) is not part of the Specific Programme

EURATOMHORIZON EUROPE

Research 

actions

Development 

actions

SPECIFIC 

PROGRAMME: 

EUROPEAN 

DEFENCE FUND
Fusion

Joint Research 

Centre

Fission

SPECIFIC PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTING HORIZON EUROPE & EIT*

Exclusive focus on civil applications

WIDENING PARTICIPATION AND STRENGTHENING THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA

Reforming & Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation & spreading excellence

Pillar I
EXCELLENT SCIENCE

European Research Council

Marie Skłodowska-Curie

Research Infrastructures

Pillar III
INNOVATIVE EUROPE

European Innovation Council

European Innovation 

Ecosystems

European Institute of 

Innovation & Technology*

Pillar II
GLOBAL CHALLENGES & 

EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL 

COMPETITIVENESS

• Health

• Culture, Creativity & 
Inclusive Society 

• Civil Security for Society

• Digital, Industry & Space
• Climate, Energy & Mobility

• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 
Resources, Agriculture & 

Environment

C
lu

s
te

rs

Joint Research Centre

Exclusive focus on 

defence research 

& development



A. Horizon Europe – What’s New with New Zealand?
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• December 2021: New Zealand expressed its formal interest to associate to
Horizon Europe.

• February 2022: Exploratory talks started

• April 2022: Exploratory talks concluded

• December 2022: Negotiations concluded for the association of New
Zealand to the Horizon Europe programme

• Current status: Transitional arrangement between New Zealand and the
European Commission allowing New Zealand researchers to apply under
Horizon Europe Pillar 2. This will remain in place until a formal association
agreement is approved by the New Zealand Cabinet and the EU.
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General openness

• Entities from all over the world can take part in collaborative R&I projects

• You can receive funding, but it is not automatic if you come from an
Industrialised Country, High Income Country and BRICS.

• An entity from an Associated Country can take part equally to Member
States.

• All proposals must meet certain minimum conditions: 3 participants from
different EU member states or associated countries, at least one Member
State.
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B. Horizon Europe – Pillar II
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B. Horizon Europe – Pillar II
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B. Pillar II – Cluster 1: Health

Total Topics: 53

Horizon Europe Work Programme (2023-24) - Cluster 1

Areas of intervention

• health throughout the life course
• environmental and social health determinants
• non-communicable and rare diseases
• infectious diseases including poverty-related and neglected 

diseases
• tools, technologies and digital solutions for health and care 

including personalised medicine
• health care systems

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/cca383f5-67a6-4b72-a8f2-8b8cd041fa91_en
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B. Pillar II – Cluster 2: Culture, Creativity & Inclusive Society

Total Topics: 66

Horizon Europe Work Programme (2023-24) - Cluster 2

Areas of intervention

• democracy
• cultural heritage
• social and economic transformations

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/6e3460b4-dd63-4555-8acb-3f999f638624_en
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B. Pillar II – Cluster 3: Civil Security for Society

Total Topics: 44

Horizon Europe Work Programme (2023-24) - Cluster 3

Areas of intervention

• disaster-resilient societies
• protection and security
• cybersecurity

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ed4ea470-af89-49d7-85c1-f9bb3039ccbd_en
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B. Pillar II – Cluster 4: Digital, Industry and Space

Total Topics: 159

Horizon Europe Work Programme (2023-24) - Cluster 4

Areas of intervention

• manufacturing technologies
• key digital technologies including quantum technologies
• emerging enabling technologies
• advanced materials
• artificial intelligence and robotics
• next generation internet
• advanced computing and Big Data
• circular industries
• low carbon and clean industries
• space including earth observation

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/c9c7b186-e31b-43b0-9825-b4bfc4d86946_en
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B. Pillar II – Cluster 5: Climate, Energy & Mobility

Total Topics: 219

Horizon Europe Work Programme (2023-24) - Cluster 5

Areas of intervention

• climate science and solutions
• energy supply
• energy systems and grids
• buildings and industrial facilities in energy transition
• communities and cities
• industrial competitiveness in transport
• clean, safe and accessible transport and mobility
• smart mobility
• energy storage

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/5d031a89-7e76-45b2-83f2-ae85e7238791_en
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B. Pillar II – Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, N. Res, Agri & Env.

Total Topics: 189

Horizon Europe Work Programme (2023-24) - Cluster 6

Areas of intervention

• environmental observation
• biodiversity and natural resources
• agriculture, forestry and rural areas
• seas, oceans and inland waters
• food systems
• bio-based innovation systems in the EU's bioeconomy
• circular systems

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/a7ea7953-7d22-4d59-b1f7-9c60ff064a10_en
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B. Pillar II – Fundings & Tenders Portal (FTP) Registration

Fill in the “E-mail” field 
using your individual 
professional email 

address.

Note: the e-mail is the 
main identifier

(1 person = 1 e-mail 
address)

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/eim/external/register.cgi
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B. Pillar II – Fundings & Tenders Portal (FTP) Registration

Non-registered users

• Search for funding

• Read the H2020 Online Manual & 

download the legal documents

• Check if an organisation is already 

registered

• Contact our support services or check 

our FAQs

EU Login is NOT needed! 

Registered users

• Submit your proposal

• Sign the grant

• Manage your project 

throughout its lifecycle

• Register as expert advising the 

Commission

EU Login is needed! 
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B. Pillar II – Finding a Call

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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B. Pillar II – Understanding a Call

• A call for proposal will normally contain one or more topics with a common
deadline.

• The budget of the call is distributed among topics.

• Applicants apply to a specific call and topic.

• Each topic to which applicants can apply will include:

• The topic scope

• The topic expected outcome

• The expected impact of the destination to which the topic belongs

• The type of action

• The topic budget (or budget shared by group of topics)
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B. Pillar II – Main Types of Action 

Research and
Innovation 
Actions (RIA)

Business Plan 
(TRL up to 6)

=>What? Funding available for collaborative research projects tackling
clearly defined challenges which can lead to the development of new
knowledge or new technology.

=>Who? Consortia of partners from different countries, industry and
academia. Min. 3 legal entities established in 3 Member States or
Associated Countries

Innovation
Actions (IA)

Business Plan 
(TRL higher than 6/ 

if stated in the
application form)

=>What? Funding available for closer-to-the-market activities including
prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, scaling-up etc. for new or
improved products, processes or services.

=>Who? Consortia of partners from different countries, industry and
academia. Min. 3 legal entities established in 3 Member States or
Associated Countries
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B. Pillar II – Main Types of Action 

Coordination and
Support Action 
(CSA)

=>What? Funding available for actions consisting primarily of
accompanying measures, such as the coordination and networking of
research and innovation projects, programmes and policies (e.g. training,
dissemination, exploitation, standardization, policy dialogues, etc.).
Funding for research and innovation per se not covered.

=>Who? Single entities or consortia of partners from different countries,
industry and academia. Min. 1 legal entity established in 1 Member State
or Associated Country
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B. Pillar II – Technology Readiness Level (TRL)

• Technology Readiness Levels (TRLs)
is used as a measurement of the
maturity level of particular
technologies in Horizon Europe.

• This measurement system provides a
common understanding of technology
status and addresses the entire
innovation chain.

• Many of the call topics have a defined
TRL at which the implementation of
the proposal is intended to start, as
well as a target TRL.
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B. Pillar II – Standard Evaluation Criteria

• There are three evaluation criteria for full proposals:

Excellence Impact
Quality and efficiency of 
implementation

• The criteria are adapted to each type of action, as specified in the Work
Programme.
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B. Pillar II – Standard Evaluation Criteria
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B. Pillar II – Standard Evaluation Criteria
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B. Pillar II – Overview of the Evaluation Process
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B. Pillar II – Evaluation Scores

Standard practice (thresholds)

10
Excellence

3
Impact

3
Implementation

3
+ + =

• The maximum overall score is 15 (3x5), unless a weighting is applied

• Generally a pre-defined qualifying score on each criterion and an overall qualifying
score needs to be achieved.

• Qualifying scores may vary between the first and second stage proposals in two-
stage procedures. For the first stage of a two-stage procedure, only the criteria
Excellence and Impact is evaluated. The threshold for both individual criteria is 4.

• Weighting: scores are normally NOT weighted. Weighting is used for some types of
actions — and only for the ranking (not to determine if the proposal passed the
thresholds).

•
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B. Pillar II – Timeline
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B. Pillar II – Funding Rates

Excellence
3

• Indirect costs (example - rent, electricity, heating, office equipment,
furniture, phone costs, postage, printing and copy costs, administrative
costs: 25% flat-rate

• Audit threshold: 430,000 Euro

Type of Action Funding rate

Research and innovation action 100%

Innovation action 70% (except for non-profit legal 
entities, where a rate of up to 100% 
applies)

Coordination and support action 100%
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B. Pillar II – Key Principles

Excellence
3
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B. Pillar II – Admissibility

● Applications must be submitted before the call deadline, electronically via 
the Funding & Tenders Portal

● Applications must be complete, readable, accessible and printable, and 
include a plan for the exploitation and dissemination of results, 
unless provided otherwise in the specific call conditions.

Proposal page limit

● RIAs and IAs type of actions: limit for a full application is 45 pages 

● CSAs: limit is 30 pages

● First stage proposals: limit is 10 pages

● EIC Pathfinder: limit is 17 pages

● Exceptions, if any, would be specified in the call text.
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B. Pillar II – Application Form (Proposal Template)

Excellence
3

The proposal contains two parts:

● Part A (web-based forms) is generated by the IT system. It is based on
the information entered by the participants through the submission system
in the Funding & Tenders Portal.

● Part B is the narrative part that includes three sections that each
correspond to an evaluation criterion. Part B needs to be uploaded as a
PDF document following the templates downloaded by the applicants in the
submission system for the specific call or topic.
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B. Pillar II – Policy & Horizontal Considerations

Excellence
3

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/programme-guide_horizon_en.pdf
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B. Pillar II – Proposal Submission

Excellence
3
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B. Pillar II – Optimising the chances for success 

Excellence
3

Optimise the time available to prepare the proposal 

• Last minute preparations are often reflected in a lower quality which largely 
reduces the chances of success 

• Download the templates from the submission system 
• Start a draft early + submit on time 

Completeness 

• One section missing could make your proposal inadmissible or result in a 
lower score 

• Address each Part A section and all sub-criterion in the Part B 
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B. Pillar II – Optimising the chances for success 

Excellence
3

Be clear and explicit

• Evaluators must judge only what they read and not on the proposal 
potential. They have limited time 

Consortium 

• Check the type of action to meet the minimum eligibility requirements when 
preparing the partnership 

Page limit 

• Keep the page limit for the Part B and the required format/font size! The 
minimum font size allowed is 11 points. Standard character spacing and a 
minimum of single line spacing is to be used.
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B. Pillar II – Networking

Excellence
3

• Build the most of what you have: use your own existing networks. 

• Best starting point: look at collaborations/links you have at international, 
European level

• Funding and Tenders Portal Partner Search:  
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search

• Find which institutions and/or consortia have won projects already in 
Horizon 2020 and/or FP7: https://cordis.europa.eu/

• Read scientific publications in your field and take note of who is working 
on it

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search
https://cordis.europa.eu/
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B. Pillar II – Organisational Profile

Excellence
3

• a description of the your institution and your competences, with an explanation of 
how its profile matches the tasks in the proposal (half page limit)

• Short CVs of the persons, including their gender, who will be primarily responsible for 
carrying out the proposed research and/or innovation activities; (6 lines maximum)

• a list of up to 5 relevant publications, and/or products, services or other 
achievements relevant to the call content;

• a list of up to 5 relevant previous projects or activities, connected to the subject of 
this proposal;

• a description of any significant infrastructure and/or any major items of technical 
equipment, relevant to the proposed work;

• Include your logo & Contact details of your institutions (Name in English/national 
language, Acronym/ PIC number, full address, contact details (including email, 
phone…)

Provide short/targeted information about your institution: 2 pages
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B. Experts

Excellence
3

Register in the 
database of experts, 
new expertise is 
always welcome! 
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B. More Resources

Excellence
3

Short videos related to the use of the Portal and some aspects of the
evaluation process.

Check the recorded webinars on the events page of the Funding & Tenders
Portal:

• ‘How to prepare a successful proposal in Horizon Europe’ (24 March 2021). Recorded
session.

• ‘A successful proposal for Horizon Europe: Scientific-technical excellence is key, but
don’t forget the other aspects’ (21 April 2021). Recorded session

• ‘The Funding & Tenders Portal for beginners’ (27 May 2021). Recorded session
• ‘All you need to know on D&E under Horizon Europe’ (9 June 2021). Recorded session
• ‘Horizon Europe: key changes to the Ethics Appraisal Process’ (18 July 2021).

Recorded session
• ‘R&I Days 2021: workshop on ‘Tips and tricks while writing your HE proposal’ (23 June

2021). Recorded session

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/videos
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/events
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event210324.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event210421.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event210527.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event210609.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJtGzWmBQBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyG7UcjkFBs
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• Pan-European Initiative: Backed by

the European Research Area (ERA)

• Supporting Researcher Mobility and

Career Development

• Enhancing Scientific Collaboration

between Europe and the World

• All services of EURAXESS are free of

charge!
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C. EURAXESS – Researchers in Motions

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/


C. EURAXESS – Pillar 1: Jobs & Funding
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C. EURAXESS – Pillar 2: Information & Assistance
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C. EURAXESS – Pillars 3: Partnering
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C. EURAXESS – Pillars 4: EURAXESS Worldwide
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ASEAN

Australia & NZ

Korea

Japan
China

India

US & 
Canada

LAC
Africa

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjz_qrIvpXiAhVGaCsKHVFtDTMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Feuraxess.ec.europa.eu%2Fworldwide%2Fbrazil&psig=AOvVaw0svvk-pBPtOXgvtpHDhq-h&ust=1557733207467052


C. EURAXESS – Australia and New Zealand
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Started operating 
from January 2020

6,500+ Members

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/australia-nz
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C. EURAXESS ANZ – The Portal

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/australia-nz
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C. EURAXESS ANZ – Targeted Information

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide-australia-new-zealand/euraxess-australia-and-new-zealand-newsletters-and-flashnotes
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C. EURAXESS ANZ – Webinars

Click the images to read about the selected webinars

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/australia-nz/phd-postdoc-opportunities-eu-focus-finland-germany-spain
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/australia-nz/phd-postdoc-opportunities-eu-focus-france-italy-poland
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/australia-nz/publishing-academic-journals
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/australia-nz/how-be-peer-reviewer
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/australia-nz/doing-funded-phd-europe-2021
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/australia-nz/european-research-council-grants-top-researchers-anywhere
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/australia-nz/marie-sklodowska-curie-actions-postdoctoral-fellowships-0
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C. EURAXESS ANZ – Missions/Institutional Visits

Click the image to read more

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/oznz/news/horizon-europe-new-zealand-roadshow-2023
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/australia-nz/roadshow-new-zealand-2022
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Click the image to read more

C. EURAXESS ANZ – Flagship Events

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/australia-nz/horizon-europe-australia-new-zealand
https://bit.ly/ERD-2022
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Click the watch the videos

C. EURAXESS ANZ – Interviews

https://youtu.be/X6m_1CncCX4
https://youtu.be/CJbzKnNhKB8
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C. EURAXESS ANZ – Social Media

Follow us by clicking the above icon of the 
social media platform of your choice.

http://facebook.com/euraxess.aus.nz
https://twitter.com/Euraxess_AusNZ
http://linkedin.com/company/euraxess-aus-nz
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJawPuQAasTkwpIQCY5nqmw?view_as=subscriber


Contact:
Nishant Shandilya

Regional Coordinator

EURAXESS Australia and New Zealand

nishant.shandilya@euraxess.net
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mailto:nishant.shandilya@euraxess.net
http://eepurl.com/gRyMJz


NZ researchers are well placed for success

• Well connected into Europe
• 19.5% (3,601 out of 18,475) of 

NZ research publications in 2022 
had EU collaborators

• NZ researchers on 71 grants 
under Horizon 2020 (48 under 
Pillar I)

• Aligned purpose
• Clusters and missions align with 

NZ strategic directions and areas 
of NZ strength



Domestic processes

• EU funding doesn’t include full 
overheads

• Top-up fund for NZ overheads 
will be made available

• Details to be confirmed soon

• Will require NZ participants to 
register bids with MBIE

• Available to qualifying successful 
bids



Additional support and information

• Info sharing with research offices
• brokerage events, training

• Science counsellors connected into 
Europe (and other regions)

• National Contact Points (NCPs) to be 
established

• Representation in programme 
committees

• Opportunities to be assessors



• NZ researchers are eligible to apply from now

• 2023–2024 work programmes available online

• Projects typically 3 years, €4–15 million, on 

specific topics

• Consortia of at least 3 member states/ 

associated countries

• Partner search and brokerage events available

• Register bids with MBIE for top-up funding

Take home points



Contact us 
Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment  
15 Stout Street, PO Box 1473,
Wellington 6140, New Zealand. 
John.creech@mbie.govt.nz  |  +64 4 890 3524
www.mbie.govt.nz

Thank you



Additional Slides

56



57

B. Pillar II – Open Science Across the Programme

Excellence
3

Open science is an approach based on open cooperative work and 

systematic sharing of knowledge and tools as early and widely as 

possible in the process. Including active engagement of society

Mandatory immediate Open Access to publications: beneficiaries must retain sufficient 
IPRs to comply with open access requirements; 

Data sharing as ‘open as possible, as closed as necessary‘: mandatory Data 
Management Plan for FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable) research data

Open 

Science

● Work Programmes may incentivize or oblige to adhere to open science practices such 
as involvement of citizens, or to use the European Open Science Cloud

● Assessment of open science practices through the excellence award criteria for proposal 
evaluation. Under quality of participants previous experience on open sciences practices 
will be evaluated positively.

● Dedicated support to open science policy actions

● Open Research Europe publishing platform
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B. Pillar II – Gender Dimension in R&I Content

Excellence
3

Addressing the gender dimension in research and innovation 

entails taking into account sex and gender in the whole 

research & innovation process.

The integration of the gender dimension into R&I content is mandatory, unless it is 

explicitly mentioned in the topic description

Gender

Dimension

Why is gender dimension important?
● Why do we observe differences between women and men in infection levels and mortality rates in the COVID-19 pandemic? 
● Does it make sense to study cardiovascular diseases only on male animals and on men, or osteoporosis only on women? 
● Does it make sense to design car safety equipment only on the basis of male body standards? 
● Is it responsible to develop AI products that spread gender and racial biases due to a lack of diversity in the data used in 

training AI applications? 
● Is it normal that household travel surveys, and thus mobility analysis and transport planning, underrate trips performed as part

of caring work? 
● Did you know that pheromones given off by men experimenters, but not women, induce a stress response in laboratory mice 

sufficient to trigger pain relief? 
● And did you know that climate change is affecting sex determination in a number of marine species and that certain populations 

are now at risk of extinction?
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B. Pillar II – Describing the impact of your proposal

Excellence
3

…by thinking about the specific contribution the project can 

make to the expected outcomes and impacts set out in the 

Work Programme.

Project’s 
pathway towards 

impact

Implementation Effects

HE grant, 
human 
resources, 
expertise, etc.   

Successful large-scale 
demonstration trial with 3 airports of 
an advanced forecasting system for 

proactive airport passenger flow 
management 

At least 9 European 
airports adopt the advanced 
forecasting system that was 

demonstrated during the 
project

Other expected outcomes 
Other expected impacts  

PROJECT’S 

RESULTS PROJECT’S CONTRIBUTION TO 

THE EXPECTED OUTCOME

PROJECT’S CONTRIBUTION 

TO THE EXPECTED IMPACT 

Increase max. passenger 
capacity by 15% and 

passenger average throughput 
by 10%, leading to a 28% 
reduction in infrastructure 

expansion costs 
Other project results

DISSEMINATION 

& EXPLOITATION
INPUTS

Work Programme impact : 
“Seamless, smart, inclusive and 

sustainable mobility services”

Work Programme outcome:  “Innovative 
accessibility and logistics solutions 
applied by the European Transport 

sector”
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B. Pillar II – Link between policy priorities & project results

Excellence
3

Link between policy priorities and project results 

ST
R

AT
EG

IC
 P

LA
N

EU POLICY 
PRIORITIES

Overall priorities of the European Union (Green Deal, Fit for the Digital Age,…)

KEY STRATEGIC 
ORIENTATIONS

Set of strategic objectives within the EC policy priorities where R&I investments are expected to 
make a difference

IMPACT AREAS Group of expected impacts highlighting the most important transformation to be fostered through 
R&I 

EXPECTED IMPACTS
= DESTINATIONS

Wider long term effects on society (including the environment), the economy and science, enabled 
by the outcomes of R&I investments (long term). It refers to the specific contribution of the project to 
the work programme expected impacts described in the destination. Impacts generally occur some 
time after the end of the project. 

EXPECTED 
OUTCOMES

= TOPICS

The expected effects, over the medium term, of projects supported under a given topic. The results 
of a project should contribute to these outcomes, fostered in particular by the dissemination and 
exploitation measures. This may include the uptake, diffusion, deployment, and/or use of the 
project’s results by direct target groups. Outcomes generally occur during or shortly after the end of 
the project.

PROJECT RESULTS What is generated during the project implementation. This may include, for example, know-how, 
innovative solutions, algorithms, proof of feasibility, new business models, policy recommendations, 
guidelines, prototypes, demonstrators, databases and datasets, trained researchers, new 
infrastructures, networks, etc. Most project results (inventions, scientific works, etc.) are ‘Intellectual 
Property’, which may, if appropriate, be protected by formal ‘Intellectual Property Rights’
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B. Pillar II – Measures to maximise impact

Excellence
3

To include a draft plan in proposal is an admissibility 

condition, unless the work programme topic explicitly states 

otherwise. 

All measures should be proportionate to the scale of the project, and should contain 

concrete actions to be implemented both during and after the end of the project

Dissemination, 

exploitation and 

communication

Elements of the D&E&C plan
● Planned measures to maximise the impact of projects
● Target groups (e.g. scientific community, end users, financial actors, public at large) and proposed channels to interact
● Communication measures for promoting the project and its findings throughout the full lifespan of the project
● Policy feedback measures to contribute to policy shaping and supporting the implementation of new policy initiatives and 

decisions
● Follow-up plan to foster exploitation/uptake of the results

● Comprehensive and feasible strategy for the management of the intellectual property (the provision of a results 
ownership list is mandatory at the end of the project)

● If exploitation is expected primarily in non-associated third countries, give a convincing justification that this is still in the 
Union’s interest.
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B. Pillar II – Do no significant harm principle (DNSH)

Excellence
3

In line with the European Green Deal objectives, economic activities should not 
make a significant harm to any of the six environmental objectives (EU Taxonomy 

Regulation)

European 
Green Deal

Climate change adaptation

Transition to a circular economy

Sustainable use & protection of water & 

marine resources

Climate change mitigation

Protection and restoration of biodiversity 

& ecosystems

Pollution prevention & control

The six environmental objectives :
● Applicants can refer to the DNSH principle 

when presenting their research methodology and 
the expected impacts of the project, to show that 
their project will not carry out activities that make 
a significant harm to any of the six environmental 
objectives of the EU Taxonomy Regulation.

● However, evaluators will not score applications 

in relation to their compliance with the DNSH 
principle unless explicitly stated in the work 
programme (currently, this is the case only for 
actions in the European Innovation Council Work 
Programme 2021). 
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B. Pillar II – Artificial Intelligence

Excellence
3

Due diligence is required regarding the trustworthiness of all 

AI-based systems/ techniques used or developed in projects 

funded under Horizon Europe.

Under Horizon Europe, the technical robustness* of the proposed AI based systems 

must be evaluated under the excellence criterion.

(*) Technical robustness refers to technical aspects of AI systems and development, including resilience to attack and security, fullback plan and 
general safety, accuracy, reliability and reproducibility.

Trustworthy

Artificial

Intelligence 

AI-based systems or techniques should be, or be developed to become:

● Technically robust, accurate and reproducible, and able to deal with and inform about possible failures, inaccuracies and 
errors, proportionate to the assessed risk posed by the AI-based system or technique.

● Socially robust, in that they duly consider the context and environment in which they operate.
● Reliable and function as intended, minimizing unintentional and unexpected harm, preventing unacceptable harm and 

safeguarding the physical and mental integrity of humans.
● Able to provide a suitable explanation of its decision-making process, whenever an AI-based system can have a significant 

impact on people’s lives.
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