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Cabinet Legislation
Committee

Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Health and Safety at Work (Health and Safety Representatives and
Committees) Amendment Bill: Approval for Introduction

Portfolio

Workplace Relations and Safety

On 17 November 2022, the Cabinet Legislation Committee:

1

noted that the Bill amends the Health and Safety at Work Act 2015 (the Act) to provide that
all Persons Conducting a Business or Undertaking (PCBUs):

2:1

22

must initiate a health and safety representative (HSR) election if requested by a
worker;

must establish a health and safety committee (HSC) if requested by an HSR or by
five or more workers;

noted that the Bill repeals the following provisions which are now redundant due to the
amendments in paragraph 2:

3.1

3:2

the empowering provision in the Act that enables regulations to be made designating
high-risk sectors or industries, for the purpose of determining whether a PCBU must
mitiate an HSR election or decide on a request to form an HSC, and;

provisions in the Health and Safety at Work (Worker Engagement, Participation, and
Representation) Regulations 2016 which designate high-risk sectors or industries and
provide the time within which a PCBU must give written notice of its decision on
whether to establish an HSC;

agreed that the Bill provides that a PCBU must establish an HSC “as soon as practicable”
after receiving a request to establish an HSC;

approved the Health and Safety at Work (Health and Safety Representatives and
Committees) Amendment Bill [PCO 23521/9.0] for introduction, subject to the final
approval of the government caucus and sufficient support in the House of Representatives;

authorised the Parliamentary Counsel Office to make minor and technical amendments to
the Bill that may arise before introduction;
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7 agreed that the Bill be introduced on 21 November 2022;
8 agreed that the government propose that the Bill be:

8.1  referred to the Education and Workforce Committee for a consideration period of
four months, and;

8.2  enacted by 30 June 2023.

Rebecca Davies
Committee Secretary
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