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DEV-22-MIN-0299

Cabinet Economic 
Development Committee
Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Offshore Renewable Energy: Release of Consultation Document on 
Approaches to Manage Feasibility Activities

Portfolio Energy and Resources

On 7 December 2022, the Cabinet Economic Development Committee:

1 noted that in May 2022, Cabinet agreed, through the release of Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
first emissions reduction plan, to develop regulatory settings to enable investment in 
offshore renewable energy generation and innovation by July 2024 [CAB-22-MIN-0152];

2 noted that public consultation on regulatory settings for offshore renewable energy will 
occur in two phases;

2.1 Phase One in 2022/23 will focus on approaches to manage the feasibility stage of 
offshore renewable energy development; 

2.2 Phase Two in 2023 will involve consideration of broader regulatory settings 
required to enable the construction, operation, and maintenance, and 
decommissioning of offshore renewable energy infrastructure; 

3 approved the release of the discussion document Enabling Investment in Offshore 
Renewable Energy (the discussion document), attached to the paper under 
DEV-22-SUB-0299, subject to any minor or technical changes that may be approved by the 
Minister of Energy and Resources before its release; 

4 noted that in  2023, the Minister of Energy and Resources intends to seek approval to 
consult on Phase Two, the broader regulatory settings needed to manage the construction, 
operation and maintenance, and decommissioning stages of offshore renewable energy 
development.

Jenny Vickers
Committee Secretary

Attendance: (see over)
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