
Submission template 
 

A New Zealand Income Insurance Scheme 

This is the submission template for the discussion document, A New Zealand Income Insurance Scheme. 

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE), on behalf of the Government, Business New 
Zealand and the New Zealand Council of Trade Unions, seeks your written submission on the matters 
raised in the discussion document by 5pm on 26 April 2022.  

Your submission could be made public 

The information provided in submissions will be used to inform policy development on the proposed 
income insurance scheme, including how it could be improved and how it could affect different groups. 
We may contact submitters directly if we require clarification of any matters in submissions.  

The Privacy Act 2020 applies to submissions and responses. Any personal information you supply to MBIE 
in making a submission will only be used for the purpose of assisting in the development of policy advice 
as part of this review. When businesses or organisations make a submission, we will consider that you 
have consented to the content being included in any summary of submissions unless you clearly state 
otherwise. If your submission contains any information that is confidential or that you do not want 
published, you can say this in your submission. Please clearly indicate in your cover letter or email with 
your submission if you do not wish your name, or any other personal information, to be included in any 
summary of submissions that may be published.  

Submissions and responses may be subject to requests for information under the Official Information Act 
1982. Please clearly indicate in your cover letter or email with your submission if you have any objection 
to the release of any information in your submission, and which parts you consider should be withheld, 
together with the reasons for withholding the information. Your views will be taken into account when 
responding to requests under the Official Information Act 1982. Any decision to withhold information 
requested under the Official Information Act 1982 can be reviewed by the Ombudsman. 

How to make a submission 

Please send your written submission on the options and questions in this consultation document by 5pm 

on 26 April 2022. You can make your submission (preferably using this submission template) as follows: 

1. Include your name, the name of your organisation (if applicable), and contact details. We may 
contact submitters directly if we require clarification of any matters in submissions. 

2. Your submission may respond to any or all of the questions in the consultation paper. Where 
possible, please include information or evidence to support your views. We also encourage your 
input on any other relevant aspects of the income insurance scheme in the “Other comments” 
section. 

3. Sending your submission: 
a. Attach as a Microsoft Word document or searchable PDF and email to:  



incomeinsurance@mbie.govt.nz (preferred), or 

b. Mail your submission to: 
 
Social Unemployment Insurance Tripartite Working Group 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment 
PO Box 1473 
Wellington 6145 

If you have any questions on the submissions process, please contact incomeinsurance@mbie.govt.nz. 





































 
The proposed scheme seems to have overlooked the main difference between disability 
as a result of an accident, and disability as a result of illness. Disability as a result of injury 
is a one -off event, and the level of disability generally remains unchanged. Disability as 
the result of illness is generally not stable and often progressive. 
 
We do wonder why not more noise is being made on the discrepancy between 
superannuation and the supported living allowance, and why neither is equivalent to a " 
living wage". We have clients who have celebrated turning 65 as they will get a significant 
pay rise moving from 'Supportive living allowance" to Superannuation. 
  
The 8 months of funding available under the proposed policy is, in my view, too short to 
accommodate the circumstances of many PwMS. A severe relapse or a couple of relapses in a 
row requiring rehabilitation will easily mean people are on the benefit after 8 months because 
they are not able to go back to work. Rehabilitation followed by retraining could easily exceed the 
time allocated by the policy. 
  
There may also be an issue around people not currently employed being unable to access this 
assistance. An MS relapse is a time when extra costs are incurred (extra travel, medicines, 
supplements, support/therapy) and if that is set against a fixed low income then that lack of 
income is not going to be addressed. 
  

 

 
 




