
Submission template 
 

A New Zealand Income Insurance Scheme 

This is the submission template for the discussion document, A New Zealand Income Insurance Scheme. 

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE), on behalf of the Government, Business New 
Zealand and the New Zealand Council of Trade Unions, seeks your written submission on the matters 
raised in the discussion document by 5pm on 26 April 2022.  

Your submission could be made public 

The information provided in submissions will be used to inform policy development on the proposed 
income insurance scheme, including how it could be improved and how it could affect different groups. 
We may contact submitters directly if we require clarification of any matters in submissions.  

The Privacy Act 2020 applies to submissions and responses. Any personal information you supply to MBIE 
in making a submission will only be used for the purpose of assisting in the development of policy advice 
as part of this review. When businesses or organisations make a submission, we will consider that you 
have consented to the content being included in any summary of submissions unless you clearly state 
otherwise. If your submission contains any information that is confidential or that you do not want 
published, you can say this in your submission. Please clearly indicate in your cover letter or email with 
your submission if you do not wish your name, or any other personal information, to be included in any 
summary of submissions that may be published.  

Submissions and responses may be subject to requests for information under the Official Information Act 
1982. Please clearly indicate in your cover letter or email with your submission if you have any objection 
to the release of any information in your submission, and which parts you consider should be withheld, 
together with the reasons for withholding the information. Your views will be taken into account when 
responding to requests under the Official Information Act 1982. Any decision to withhold information 
requested under the Official Information Act 1982 can be reviewed by the Ombudsman. 

How to make a submission 

Please send your written submission on the options and questions in this consultation document by 5pm 

on 26 April 2022. You can make your submission (preferably using this submission template) as follows: 

1. Include your name, the name of your organisation (if applicable), and contact details. We may 
contact submitters directly if we require clarification of any matters in submissions. 

2. Your submission may respond to any or all of the questions in the consultation paper. Where 
possible, please include information or evidence to support your views. We also encourage your 
input on any other relevant aspects of the income insurance scheme in the “Other comments” 
section. 

3. Sending your submission: 
a. Attach as a Microsoft Word document or searchable PDF and email to:  



incomeinsurance@mbie.govt.nz (preferred), or 

b. Mail your submission to: 
 
Social Unemployment Insurance Tripartite Working Group 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment 
PO Box 1473 
Wellington 6145 

If you have any questions on the submissions process, please contact incomeinsurance@mbie.govt.nz. 





hosed off in inflated housing charges to owners who are already well off enough to own 

their own home and in addition rent another out.  Tenants, unable to own their own home, 

pay the mortgage.   

(4) The prohibition of putting any inherited or other funds into Kiwi Saver schemes without 

being seen to have ‘deprived oneself of income’, which is absurd. 

I note that the terms of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Article 28, is 
nothing like being met, and yet New Zealand is a signatory.  I quote it here in italics for ease of 
reference: 

1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to an adequate standard of 
living for themselves and their families, including adequate food, clothing and housing, 
and to the continuous improvement of living conditions, and shall take appropriate steps 
to safeguard and promote the realization of this right without discrimination on the basis 
of disability. 

2. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to social protection and to 
the enjoyment of that right without discrimination on the basis of disability, and shall take 
appropriate steps to safeguard and promote the realization of this right, including 
measures: 

a) To ensure equal access by persons with disabilities to clean water services, and to 
ensure access to appropriate and affordable services, devices and other assistance for 
disability-related needs; 

b) To ensure access by persons with disabilities, in particular women and girls with 
disabilities and older persons with disabilities, to social protection programmes and 
poverty reduction programmes; 

c) To ensure access by persons with disabilities and their families living in situations of 
poverty to assistance from the State with disability-related expenses, including adequate 
training, counselling, financial assistance and respite care; 

d) To ensure access by persons with disabilities to public housing programmes; 

e) To ensure equal access by persons with disabilities to retirement benefits and 
programmes. 

The proposed scheme is also prejudicial to those struggling on low paid incomes, those who 
may be working in more than one job, to those who do voluntary work or who do unpaid but 
very necessary work in the home.  
 
I hear the concern voiced of “not wanting people to fall through the cracks”.  The trouble is that 
all kinds of people have already done so, and what is there in this for them?  Of these many I’m 
thinking in particular of the homeless and those with chronic mental health problems.  It’s pitiful.  
 
If these and other problems are sorted out and a proper liveable set of benefit entitlements 
arrived at, that is the time to be talking about income insurance schemes, but my guess is that 
at that stage, if it is ever reached, it would be seen that it was not needed or necessary.  
 


































